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COVER PICTURE: Artist Francis Agbete sets the birth of Jesus in an
African paim house. Carved by hand from kapok wood, this charming
nativity scene depicts the Holy Family in traditional Ghanaian dress.
The Three Kings bring gifts to the Christ child, accompanied by a
messenger and a farmer. Sculpture avaiable from UNICEF market.

What does C]'l.l'iStlllaS mean to you?

At the end of October when the clocks go backward and it seems dark all of the day it
seems to me as if we live in the land of darkness. By December street lights and tree lights

come out and it seems to cheer everyone up and it reminds me of Jesus coming as the Light
of the world.

As Christmas approaches are you full of excitement and anticipation? Does the thought
of 100 shopping days make you feel bah humbug, does your garden or house become a
wonderland of lights? Are you a well organised person who snaps up bargains in the
January sales ready for the next year, do you have them wrapped and put away before 12%
night? Do you rush about last minute on Christmas eve? Are you traditional and have roast
turkey and all of the trimmings or do you have Chinese or Indian instead?

Do you make your own cakes and puddings or do you take the easy route and buy them?
Do you go on a diet to prepare for all of the over-eating or do you not eat for all January to
compensate? Does Christmas seem crackers to you or do you enjoy the season of card
writing, gift giving, festive singing?

Whatever your attitude to Christmas amid all of the frantic build up to the season do you
ever find yourself longing for more? In our throw away, get it instantly, hi tech 21% century
world can we reach out for the simple and eternal truth?

Is the Story of the baby bom in a stable just the stuff of Christmas cards and songs to
you or do you find yvourself wondering about this baby whose birth is still celebrated 2000
years later? Our Christmas today only exists because of the birth of Jesus. The meaning,
promise and glory of the time when God came to dwell on earth is at the heart of our
Christmas celebration but somehow the season has expanded and blossomed way beyond
that single truth. Today even those with no faith at all join in the Christmas giving of gifts
and cards, decorations and sharing with family.

With the birth of Jesus salvation had arrived everything was about to change; the world

would never be the same again. God's compassion and grace were now available to all
people. The baby bom in Bethlehem is the Saviour of the world bringing love, joy, peace

and hope to all who are willing to follow him. = Sylvia W
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what does FOUR CANDLES mean to you? m
Ronnie Barker's "Four Candles” (fork handles) -

sketch was a brilliant piece of TV comedy. But FOUR CANDLES has a different
meaning for us during Advent. Each Sunday, we light an Advent candle; each

candle has a prayer. If you can’t be with us this Advent, please join with us in
our prayers. And wherever you are, know that we are at one with the Lord.

1* December : Candle 1 ~ Hope Aswe think of the Patriarchs, the old testament
ancestors of Jesus, we light this first candle to pray for Hope. We pray for
ourselves and for all of the world and ask that our Hope during this season will be
fixed on God. We pray for those who feel their hope has gone, may they find new
hope this advent that shines like this candle flame. Jesus Light of the World as
we await your coming give us hope in our hearts and bring your Hope to the
world. Come dose to us this advent.

8" December : Candle 2 ~ Peace As we think of the Prophets who foretold the
birth of Jesus, we light this second candle to pray for Peace. Peace for ourselves
and for the whole world. We ask for the Peace that comes from knowing you. We
pray for all those living in the midst of conflict or war. May they find in their
struggle some sign of Peace that shines like this candle flame. Jesus light of the
world as we await your coming give us peace in our hearts and bring peace to
the world. Come close to us this advent.

15" December : Candle 3 ~ Joy As we think of John the Baptist, we light this
third candle to pray for Joy. Joy for ourselves and for all the world. We give
thanks that when Jesus is born in us we have Joy, and that through him there will
be everlasting joy on earth. We pray for all who feel no joy in their lives, may
they find some hint of joy this Christmas that shines like this candle flame. Jesus
Light of the world as we await your coming may we find the joy of the hearts
that know you. Fill us and all of the world with joy. Come close to us this
advent.

22 December : Candle 4 ~ Love As we think of Mary the mother of Jesus, we
light this fourth candle to pray for love. We pray for the love which is patient and
kind, a love which goes on caring and giving. May we show love to one another
and be open to welcome the love of God into our hearts. We pray for everyone
who feels unloved and for all of the times we find it difficult to love others. May
we and all those we meet, see some sign of your love this advent that shines like
this candle flame. Jesus Light of the world as we await your coming show us
again that God is love. Help us to live in love so that God can live in us. Come
close to us this advent.
.- 9

- In the fellowship of The Holy Spirit from your friends at PMC



Celting to know you Peter Chapman

How did you come to be ar PMC?
42 years ago with a baby imminent we Were actively looking for a
church. We were impressed with our welcome to the evening service.

What's your favourite food?
My problem is | like most food. 1like a nice hot curry. Since both my
sons have married Chinese girls | now make a mean Chinese stir-fry.

What are your interests outside PMC? |
i am a member of Prudhoe Gleemen which meets in PMC. 1try 1o stay

fit at Simon Cole's Gym at St Thomas More School at Winlaton three
times a week. 1 enjoy playing jigsaws on my ipad.

LA

What was your best holiday?

Last year we visited our eldest son and family in Singapore. Andrew
arranged a holiday for all of us on the Indonesian island of Biman to l
celebrate our 70th birthdays. We stayed in two hotel chalets on the edge

of the beach surrounded by coconut palms. This was a rare touch of
paradise.

I there was a fire in your household and you could save 4 things
what would they be?

Assuming Anne was the first out, followed closely by the cat then being
a"echie” at heart, 1 would have to take my iphone to call the insurance
company, ipad read mail and play games. smart watch to track time
and energy and the USB stick with the full church accounts on!

What advice would you give your young sell?
The same advice as now, be at peace with the world, your life and ry to
help others.
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Asylum seekers’ :ustrce
Festive fun day J £irst

Friday 3° January 2020 at PMC

A day of festive food and fun is being planned for the 3% Jan 2020
at PMC. More than a year ago it was suggested that we do
something to support asylum seekers at Christmas.

| have contact with Justice 1=t , a charity based in Stockton
working with Asylum Seekers, through the outreach branch of
Minsteracres Retreat Centre. We have agreed to host a
coachload of men, women and children currently living in the
Teesside area.

Having spent time with the group at Minsteracres | have been
appalled by their stories of delay in assessing their cases
(sometimes running into many years); of being moved from area
to area (one man from the south of England where he had
relatives to Teesside where he knew no one); and of families
being separated for many months.

Life is very stressful for them not knowing when/if they will be
accepted or deported, unable to work, often living in cramped
conditions. Time when they can forget the stresses for a few
hours is much appreciated.

We have an enthusiastic team planning food, games and crafts.
Help and donations towards food would be appreciated. Please
pray for them that all will run smoothly and for the people who

come — that they will enjoy the fun & food & the opportunity to
relax.

For further information contact 01661 844933

Thank You
Glen o



HOPE for South Afrlca s Chlldren

Hope for South Africa's Children is a charity, originally set up to partner
Rehoboth Children's village in South Africa for children who were HIV
positive. Most were orphaned or abandoned as a result of the AIDS pandemic.

South Africa has the world's highest infection rate more than 20% of the
population are infected.

David & Glen Smith helped set up the village in 2001 and continue to visit the
village annually and the other projects which they have identified over the last
18 years. When not in South Africa they run the charity with the help of fellow
Trustees from Prudhoe Methodist Church. The charity raises money through
child sponsorship and other fundraising initiatives. Gift Aid and other non-
designated income is allocated to the Outreach fund which supports education
programmes, teacher training and improvements to facilities (including new
toilets) in very poor rural créches; Cornerstone School for children with special
needs and Genesis Care Centre.

I:I-penrng of new toilet block at Masihambisame Creche
, i

Last year the charity raised £47,583 §
and made grants totalling £50,867 = ’ -
to the village and five other projects : .
in the rural area. Expenses were £219.
Thanks for your help and support
for us.

Picture (right) >>
Opening of the new toilet block at
Masihambisane Creche in 2019,

Please visit our website to see "1; -
our picture gallery and learn

more about what we do. I

s
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www.hopesachildren.org.uk
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Love at Christmas from South Africa



The Chilstings Journgy

ontact Samantha an 01661 836059

C
christ

mas.journey.prudhoe@gmail.com

Please Pray For

December 2019
Mon 2™ 12.30-2.30pm
U GEFJourney. . Tues 37 S-1am & 12.30-230pm
; Wed 4%  S-ltam & 1230-230pm
g v Thurs 5% 12.30-2.30pm
ST Fi 67 12.30-230pm
Lat i 10am-12raon

Thank God that five local first schoaols and the
Cathalic primary school have signed up.

Pray that God would raise up sufficient Adult
Volunteers to make the Christmas Journey a
really special experience for all who take part
For the Children, that they discover the real
stary of Christmas and the relevance it has for
them and their families today.

For the Teachers and thelr Aszistants, that
they will emgacge in the sessions and be inspired
to continue teaching the children about Jesus

Dress Rehearsal: Sat 30 Mowv, 3 Spm in 5StMM church
Craft Kit Prap: Thurs 7%, 14" & 26 Nov, 10-11.20am at the Hall

angd Chnstmas events back in schoal,

For the Church Vaolunteers, that unity and
fellowship will be fostered amongst us, as we
are ernpowered to carry out our individual
rales with enthusiasm and commitment.

For all Invaheed, that there will be good
weather conditions for all who are walk ng to
and from church and that all will be kept safe
both during the sessions and whilst travelling

Please pray that The Christmas Journey will
be a mustard seed in the journey of faith.
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through Religicus Education lessons, assemblies

Christmas is coming ...
and we hope that you
will come to our Fair!
There will be a selection
o of stalls: cakes, Bric-a-
_* Brac, books, groceries,
jewellery and toiletries
as well as a raffle and a
tombola.
There will be artisan chocolates, Christmas crafts,
pottery and a charity Christmas stall courtesy of PCHS
Project Gateway. Come and feast your eyes on these
delights and then move on to refreshments. Light
lunches will be served as well as tea and coffee. See you
in our Hall on Friday 29 November
between 10am and 1pm. =




-8 - BIG CHRISTMAS QUIZ

Some easy, some harder, some fiendish!

[1] Which of Santa’s reindeer was famous for his bright, shiny nose?
[2] Which two of the four gospels tell us about the birth of Jesus?
[3] On the twelfth day of Christmas, how many items were “sent to me"?
[4] AGE DUET is an anagram of which 14" century Christmas carol?
[51 Which UK city is eponymous with the carol “Lully Lullay”?
[6] In which language will you be wished “Nadolig Llawen"?
[71 An*“A” Level maths question: Why does 25 Dec = 31 Oct ?
[8] On the night before Christmas, not even what was stirring?
]

[9] In Dickens’ novel, which ghost did NOT have a Christmas name?

[10] Who was the mother of John the Baptist?

[11] What did Captain William Mynors do on Christmas Day in 1643?

[12] “On Christmas night, all Christians sing” is from which UK county?

[13] This male singer had the lead role in the film “White Christmas”.

[14] A snowflake is symmetrical in how many rotations (4, 5, 6 or 8)?

[15] Who was the Roman Emperor when Jesus was born?

[16] The 25" of what other month falls on the same day as Christmas Day?

[17] How cold is it when the number in Celsius is the same in Fahrenheit?

[18] What (number) do we call the year that was three years before 2 AD?

[19] Christmas Day is a “quarter day”. Name any ONE of the other three.

[20] In which ocean is Christmas Island?

[21] Christmas festivities made illegal in which century 15th, 16" or 17*?

[22] Total number of gold rings “sent to me” during 12 days of Christmas?

[23] Santa’s home at the North Pole is located in which ocean?

[24] Which two of the four gospels lists the ancestors of Jesus?

[25] On what date do we celebrate the arrival of the three wise men (Magi)?

[26] Archelaus was the son of which biblical King (read after Jesus® birth)?

[27] “Hogfather” is a parody of Father Christmas by which UK author?

[28] Which character “stole Christmas” in the movie from the year 20007

[29] On which date do Russians (Coptic church) celebrate Christmas Day?

AND FINALLY ...

[30] Calculate the total number of items “sent to me” over all the “Twelve
Days of Christmas” (a partridge in a pear tree counts as one item!)

ANSWERS: www.prudhoemc.org/intermission (and follow “answers” link)

A Prayer: This Christmas time may we share in the joy of Christmas, to live out
the peace of Christmas, to hold to the hope of Christmas, and open our hearts to
the miracle of Christmas, because ‘God is with us* and waits to bless us. Amen



“Hands that flung stars into space” Betelgeux

.
On a clear winter’s night, the constellation of Orion

hangs low in the southern sky. Between the bright
orange star Betelgeux (aka “beetlejuice”) and the
bright white Rigel, three stars line up to form *"*
“Orion’s belt”. In an area below the belt (see dotted
circle) are stars whose light has taken over two-
thousand years to reach us. I like to think of this .

area as the “Bethlehem zone” of our winter sky. ° Rigel
o

But two-thousand light-years is a very small distance in the vastness of
God’s creation. To quote Douglas Adams ~ “Space is big. You just won't
believe how vastly, hugely, mind-bogglingly big it is.”™

Whenever I look at Orion, the words “Hands that flung stars into
space, to cruel nails surrendered” (from Graham Kendrick’s “The
Servant King”) come flooding into my mind. And in the stillness of that
cold, dark night, Iknow I am never alone and that God loves me.

~ Pete B

Sounds familiar? - by Rob Hawkins

Christmas carols are so familiar, we can sing them without thinking about
the words. So here are lines from 3 well known carols. How would you
explain what they are conveying???

1: “He came down to earth from heaven Who is God and Lord of all”.
(Once in Royal David's City)

2: “O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray.
Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. “.
(O little town of Bethlehem)

3: “Then let us all with one accord, sing praises to our heavenly Lord.
that hath made heaven and earth of nought,
And with his blood mankind hath bought.”

(The first Nowell)

Reflect on these for a while, before turning the page! =



Kids’ Corner
@nﬂher& WETE yOu bnmﬂ
[: In Prudhoe. g
Which part? _J
C All of mg
@‘E you lived here all your life?
|: Not yet! Q

Why did the razorbill
raise her bill?

So the sea-urchin
could see ‘er chin!

Why does Santa have 3 gardens?

Why do we need a kids’ page?

[
Why did Santa go to the doctor?

] Why does Santa like chimneys?

I Did Rudolf go 1o school?

What's at the end of Christmas?

What says “Oh-Oh-Oh"?

CHRISTMAS ANAGRAMS
(rearrange the letters)

BE THE HELM
-atown [ 1 word ]
RIGHT KNEES
- visitors [ 5,5 ]

-inthesky [4,2, 3,4]
A BLEST
- a building [ 1 word ]
LISTEN THING
-acarol [ 6,5]
| MEANRERTHING = |
-Helaid ...[ 2, 3,6]

Answers : www.prudhoemc.org/intermission

He had a problem with his ‘elf ! ’

Santa walking backwards !

See ~ Mark 10: 13- 16

Because he likes to hoe-hoe-hoe!

Because they “soot™ him !

|

No, he was ‘elf taught ! j

Continued
from page 9

Sounds Familiar? Christmas carols
Rob said "Christmas is a time for reflection”.
So here are his ideas for you to reflect upon!

Mirror,
mirror
on the

wall!
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High Notes

Most of us agree that hymns sound better if we have a musical
accompaniment. For many of us the organ is our favourite instrument in
church. Henry Purcell, in 1692, referred to it as a ‘wondrous machine’,
and who would argue with that? In more recent times we have become
used to other instruments being used in church, notably guitars, flutes,
violins, drums, and brass instruments, often with amplification.
Surprisingly, this is nothing new! Most early Methodist chapels had no
organ, and ‘made do’ with whatever musical instruments were available.
Here at Prudhoe MC we are blessed with several talented musicians to
lead our worship — and even composers of music and hymns. We may not
be instrumentalists, but we can all support them by singing our best, or
just, as the Psalmist put it, by ‘making a joyful noise’. Don’t worry — the
Lord is tone deaf! - Bob McA

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth!
- Psalm 100:1 (English Standard Version)

Do you believe in angels?

When working with the Leprosy Mission in Sudan in 2005 we
were stopped by armed men and forced to drive into the
desert. We then were told to get out of the vehicle and lie on
the ground. | was told to take my clothes off down to my
underwear, and as we lay on the ground waiting to see what
would happen next the Lord gave me a vision of a fully armed
angel standing behind me. | knew then that we would be ok.

We were then told to move to under a tree and again to lie
face down in the sand. It went very quiet and when we
looked up the bandits were running as fast as they could

across the desert. We saw or heard nothing but were able to
crawl across the desert back to the vehicle and drive off at

\TL j] full speed.

| definitely believe in angels!!
/ﬁ% e 2 ~ Julie W
{

I found a dead wasp on my windowsill
So 1 vead: 1 Corinthians 15:55 (NRSV) -11 -




Find us nnﬂPRUDHDE METHODIST CHURCH FRIENDS

Imﬂ'ﬂlhs

io

K n@llw%q
d"‘-«u qu y}'oddfzm, Pargnts

., & Ca
Learn g, gcarers

e and Thursdays
& Groiie

Drc'zm in for a Drink & Chat
Wednesdays

27 November
11 December

&3 FIRST FMMYEACH MOKNTH ZS 10-11:15am

LUNCH CLUB ~ just £3

2" Friday of each month at 12:00 noon
Homemade soups, pudding, tea, coffee
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