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Found on an Easter Card by Sylvia ...

The Story of Easter

When Jesus grew to be a man.

He told the people of God's plan
And let them know He was God’s son
Through miracles and good deeds done.
But some were jealous of the Lord
And came to get Him, armed with swords.
They found where He had gone to pray
And took Him from His friends that day.
The Romans held a trial where
Old Pilate said “.... Not My affair!”
And so, the people yelled and cried,
“Let Jesus now be crucified!”

And Jesus died so we'd be saved.
Then He was buried in a cave.

But when three days had come and gone
The Lord arose again at dawn.

He told His friends, “Don’t be afraid;
I've conquered death, the price is paid.
Don't worry now | live you see---

My triumph sets the whole world free!”
Then Jesus told His special friends,
“Though | must go, my love won't end

I'll send my Holy Spirit there
To guide and keep you in my care”.
S0, may He bless this Easter Day
and everything you do and say:
Remember that He's with us still---
He loves you and He always will!
Happy Easter



ROLLING STONE - editorial o7 e
L. :‘
| didn't know this before, but the rolling stone used to cover a burial
chamber was a heavy disc running in an inclined groove. The
stone had to be rolled uphill to open the chamber. As | was
preparing this Easter edition of interMISSION, | looked-up “rolling
stone” on a search engine. After sifting through lots of stuff about
Mick Jagger and Co. and the San Francisco pop magazine, | found
this definition from the Mirriam-Webster online dictionary:
rolling stone — noun:

... one who leads a wandering or unsettled fife, a rover perhaps ...

Jesus centainly had no fixed abode on Earth, so the "wandering or
unsettled life” definitely qualified Him as a “rolling stone”. He said:
“Foxes have holes and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has
nowhere to lie down and rest.” - Maitt 8:20

And yet, even death was unable to make Him “rest in peace” and
that is why we celebrate the Rolling Stone on our front cover. In our
church, we celebrate “the Risen Christ”. Without the Resurrection,
there is no Salvation. Thank God for Jesus! Pete B

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT: COVID-19 (aka “coronavirus”)

By the time you read this, it's likely that there will have been new measures
to limit the spread of this disease. We anticipate that some of our planned
activities may have to be cancelled or postponed in the interests of public
health. If you require Further information aBnut our services, prayer-groups
or any of our planned activities, please:

visit our website : www.prudhoemc.org
or see any STOP PRESS notices on Page 5

A SHORT PRAYER DURING ISOLATION ...
Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful,
Because | come to you for safety.
In the shadow of your wings | find protection
Until the raging storms are over. (Amen)
Psalm 57:1 ;.
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Getting to know you - Julie Woodford.

.. How did you come to be at PMC?

| moved down to Prudhoe from Lewis in the Hebrides over &
years ago. When | waked into PMC | was welcomed with open
arms and have worshipped here ever since.

2. What's your favourite food?
Since losing a mnsiderable amount of weight with Simming
World | have come 1o love fish especially prawns and salmon.

3. What are your interests outside PMC?
Anything doggy relatedim
Eﬁingnadk r%f agility.

4. What was your best holiday.?
A revisit to Lewis with some Prudhoe friends showing them
around.

5. If there was a fire in your house what 4 items would you
save?
Caspar my dog. Anything else that came to hand. Other than

my dog everything else Is replaceable.

6. What is your favourite hymn?
Be still my soul To the tune Finlandia.

7. What advice would you agive to your younaq self 7
To trust God even in the most difficult times. He sees the
whole picture and knows what is best for each one of us.

The Reflection Day was held at West End Methodist Church at
Hexham on February 19th.
It was led by Jenny Shrimpton who gave us a new in depth look at
the book of Ruth. She took the topics of Intimacy, Simplicity and
Obedience, and also gave us explanations of the laws involved...
Levitical laws and the Kinsman redeemer laws. We had times of
worship and praise and were treated to a lovely meal. It was a good
day. - Julie W
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and see Julie's poem on page 11



JOHN WESLEY SPARKS A FLAME...
METHODISM COMES TO PRUDHOE (Part 2)

Wesley's work in the MNorth was continued by
Joseph Cownley and Christopher Hopper and
the beginnings of actual Methodism in Prudhoe
are aftributed to Cownley. On his way to
Prudhoe in 1792 Cownley caught cold which
brought on a stomach complaint. It is reported
that he preached in Prudhoe “in the greatest
agonies of pain” and upon returning to
MNewcastle he died on 8th October 1792.

It was in 1865 that the Newcastle upon Tyne District of the United
Methodist Free Church decided to spread the message by
undertaking a missionary campaign amongst the population of the
rapidly expanding Prudhoe area. The Rev George Waite from the
London Circuit was appointed, though he was little more than a
youth at the time. He arrived in Newcastle and began to tour the
district on horseback and eventually decided to pitch a tent in
Prudhoe. His memoirs record: "On the first Sabbath | preached in
the open air to about a hundred people who had gathered to hear
the Word and the impression produced in my mind is thus
commencing my labours will never be effaced”.

Acknowledgements: Prudhoe Local History Society
www.prudhoelocalhistory.com/john-wesley-sparks-a-flame.html

STOP PRESS - any late news to be printed or pasted here!

Owners of Amazon smart-speakers suspect that “Alexa” is listening in to their private
conversations. We were told that Alexa is now going to be replaced by a male voice.
This is because, as most ladies already know, men never listen to anything!! 5



REACHING OUT TO THE NEXT GENERATION
YOUTH WORK AT CHURCH - Peter C

Messy Church

Messy Church was reviewed over January and February to allow
time for reflection and to receive thoughts and feedback from
families regarding their feelings about Messy Church. We re-
launched Messy Church on the &t March with a party with an
assortment of party games, bouncy castle and a party tea. The
party was very successful with approximately 18 children with their
families attending including some first timers. Messy Church will
start with its regular activities from the first Friday in May and
continue on the first Friday each month immediately after school.

Youth Club

We have seen a continuing growth in regular attendees from our
original 4 regulars that culminated in 20 children last week.
Although the original 4 girls from 2 families have been unhappy at
times that they have lost their small selective group they really
appreciate the chance to play games and do activities that typically
require larger numbers. Youth Club is on Friday evenings in term
time at 6pm to 7.30pm.

Holiday Club

The Prudhoe and Stocksfield Holiday Club will take place during the
first week of the school holidays 20 to 24 July. This year is called
Pyramid Rock and set in ancient Egypt and features the stories of
Joseph.

Prudhoe Youth Initiative

The Prudhoe Youth Initiative has moved into The Cellar on Tuesday
and Wednesday early evenings. This detached group set up by the
Prudhoe Partnership were initially street based but have moved into
church to escape the winter weather. This group run by two youth
workers are trying to increase opportunities and support for youth in
the town and is funded by Prudhoe Town Council and managed by
Children North East.

6



ds' Cornel Weed never lawned that before!

N Why is a daisy called a daisy or a dandelion called a
dandelion? Well, a daisy was originally called a "day’s eye”
because it closes its petals at night and opens them again in the
morning. And the leaves of a dandelion have jaggy edges like
lion's teeth, or as the French would say “dent-de-lion”. It's true!

Stephen was told that his computer password needed to have 8
characters, so hetypedin “snowwhiteandthesevendwarves”.

CRACK THE CODE
Jesus said ... 8 QJ 5Y3 2Q6 5Y3 5475Y QHE 5Y3 OB8R3
(Our typist hit the keys above and to the left of the correct ones!)
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Why did the mixed-up CARTHORSE play a lovely tune?

Last month, we made a sum, i i
but we changed the digits to e
letters and we got this: Sy
“| tried some
LOVE stockpiling
+ HOPE but | think
2 it's a very
=JESUS unsavoury
Each letter always represents 'd;fa‘ WE trE'
the same digit, no matter adgnlng hD
where it appears in the sum. end up in hot
Nobody dlaimed to solve it. water if this
Try again before looking at nnr!sensen
the answers on page 11 carries on.




| Hear His Whisper. . .
Pay attention to my gentle nudge. (this article posted to us by Rev Rob)

Beloved, | am teaching you how to discern my wvoice. Many seek for an outward
sound when what they need is to tap into the reality of my Spirit within. My voice
doesn't always come in the way you expect it. it often alights upon your thoughts
as an idea or image. At imes, it is random and spontaneous. It never contradicts
my Word but flows in perfect synchronicity with it. It leads you to do the seemingly
impossible. it flows with compassion, love, and forgiveness. It is wisdom that
defies reasoning. It is sometimes outrageous—<calling you to faith that beckons
you to act. Or to rest

When you pay attention to these gentle nudges that rise within you, miracles have
the chance to transpire around you. Impossible situations find solutions. Those
needing prayer have immediate covering, because you sense me asking you to
pray. Favour surprises you, because you follow the leading of my Spirit and run
into that person | need you to meet. Never dismiss the random thoughts: they are
very often breakthroughs waiting to happen!

Whispers was written by Brian Simmons and Gretchen Rodriguez

The possessive Jesus ... or... apostles and apostrophes!

Pete B mused...

Our Saviour had few earthly possessions as he walked along the shore of Galilee, but He
did collect His disciples. So were they Jesu's disciples, or Jesus's disciples or Jesus’
disciples? And which are YOU? This magazine does not have a style-quide, but if we did,
then we would certainly put Jesusat the head of it.

| think that Jesu's is OK for hymns and poetry ... “All hail the power of Jesu's name”...
because it indicates the correct pronunciation. For everything else, we'll use the
possessive form Jesus'. Arewe all happy in Jesus' name?

Bob McA answered...
"It was formerly customary, when a word ended in -5, to write its possessive with an
apostrophe, but no additional s, e.q. Mars' Hill, Venus' Bath. Achilles' thews.

In verse, and in reverential contexts, this custom is retained, and the number of syllables
is the same as in the subjective case, e.q. Achilles' has three not four; Jesus' or of Jesus,
not Jesus's. But elsewhere we now add the s and the syllable, Charles's Wain, St James's,
not St James'. " [Fowler, H. W., "Possessive Puzzles” from "A Dictionary of Modern

English Usage" (1926) Oxford University Press] - Bob McA

The lesson is “Don't teach your grammarian to succinctly explain™ ! - Thanks, Bob
-oops, split infinitive!



MwiB events ... past and future - by Lynne G

| was asked to speak at Stocksfield Women's Fellowship on 26th February to talk
about MwiB (Methodist Women in Britain), as | had been president for the
Tynedale circuit for one year. | thought that the subject might be a bit dry, so |
asked some friends, who had helped give a concert last year at Cramlington
women's fellowship, to help me. We went through the year using songs, poems
etc. interspersed with circuit, district and national events. With feedback from the
district Minsteracres retreat and the circuit reflective day, the event finished with
many of Julie’s poems, songs and a short Pantomime!

The district president is Marie Beard of Corbridge who is leading the district
Minsteracres retreat on 27-29 March entitted “Journey to the cross”. This year's
project is Knitted knockers! Marie's rededication service will be on Thursday 127
Movember. We have the opportunity to attend the circuit Easter offering service at
Fourstones on 13 th May, led by deacon Anne Taylor.

There is a summer walk at Heddon on 17" June with food afterwards at the Swan,
Heddon. The district meal is at Doxford place, Cramiington on 9th July, with
entertainment by “Men in a cloud” - Jack Macadam's choir.

6-8th October is the date of the autumn Minsteracres event o be led by the
Connectional President. Hilary Evans. November wil be the launch of Marie
Beard's next project which wil be an overseas charity. MWIB is not a separate
group, all ladies who attend any Methodist church are automatically MWIB ladies.
Please support these events if possible, to be encouraged.equipped and enabled
on our journey to know God, and make him known.

Your friend in Christ, Lynne

The Women's Retreat at Minsteracres — by Ann W

Atthe end of February, six of us went on the NE Women's Retreat at Minsteracres,
a lovely peaceful place to spend a couple of days with each other & Jesus. We
were very well fed both physically & spiritually by the staff & Rev Alex Dunstan
respectively.

The theme was the | AM sayings of Jesus, beginning with Moses being given
God's name.....| AM. This was followed by ' | am the light of the world'.

Saturday afternoon was free to walk, to talk together or to do crafts, then back to
look & talk about ' | am the Resurrection & the life ', then a fun evening & relaxation
was enjoyed.

After prayers & breakfast on Sunday moming, we thought about 'l am the Good
Shepherd', looking at Psalm 23, then went into the chapel for praise & worship.
Roast beef Sunday dinner followed then we spent some time thinking about Jesus
saying 'l am the bread of life...bread being staple food, not cake! This led us
seamlessly into a time of Communion.

We each left with a reminder...."Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today &
forever, so do not be attracted to strange. new ideas. Your strength comes from
God's grace”. Heb 13: 8 & 9. g



THOUGHTS FOR UNCERTAIN TIMES
- posted to us by Rev Rob Hawkins

Alive: Let there be joy
Happiness is a feeling; joy is a decision. So, let us decide.

Dear God,

When | am among the people whom | love — let there be joy;
When | spend time in silence and solitude — let there be joy;
When | go about my daily business — let there be joy;

When the sorrows of life weigh me down — let there be joy;
When circumstances do not go my way — let there be joy;
When | cannot see the path ahead of me — let there be joy;
Among the highs and the lows, the weakness and the strength,
In every season of life O Lord — let there be joy.

Amen.

Author: Rachael Adams, Writer and youth mentor

These two from Bill Worthy...

We use a whip to place at the cross for Easter.

The whip we use at PMC was left by Carol and Murdoch Gatward
when they moved to Oban. The whip belonged to Carol's great
grand father who was the Master of a slaving ship so it very
probably has been used to inflict pain and suffering. Itis made
from elephant hide!

We are being encouraged to sing two verses of "Happy Birthday
to you" every time we wash our hands...chances are it isn't
anyone's birthday in your house. Let us start a new trend...

two verses of your favourite hymn, an encouraging hymn for the
day, or a challenging hymn...sing it or hum it ......what a difference
that might make !! - from Wylam Methodist Church

EDITORIAL APOLOGY
Because of the impending "corona lockdown”, we're having to
supercharge this edition of interMISSION and publish it earlier
than originally intended. We are sorry if we were unable to print
all of your contributions and we ask for your forgiveness and
10 understanding. - Pete



Mum's lapel badges

A few years before she passed, my mother gave me bwo lapel
badges, one with a long pin and the other with one of those earring
stud thingies on the back. Both badges are an icon of a fish,
conktaining the greek acrostic IX@YZ (pronounced "IK-THIS". The
initial letters stand for [lésous Christes, Theou Yies, Satér, which
translates into English as “Jesus Chrisk, God's Son ,(our) Saviour”.

But why wear one? We may find it difficult to begin a conversation with
strangers about our Christian Faith, but a comment such as "I like your badge,
are you a fisherman?” is an opportunity not to be missed.

“Dear Jesus, [ sometimes find it difficult to tell people about your Good News.
Please grant me more opportunities and the courage to tell others about what You
mean to me - Amen” -Pete B

Kids’ Corner puzzles
PASSWORD: Snow white and the seven dwarves!

“| am the way the truth and the life” John 14 : 6
The mixed-up CARTHORSE was an ORCHESTRA

LOVE 8 207 Different people,
+ HO P E +9 257 different problems,
=JESUS =17 464 but here's my answer!

L)

’CD Lord, be my eyes when shadows fall,
My feet when paths are rough.
Lord, be my hands to those in need,
To help when life is tough.
Lord, be my ears to listen well when no-one else will hear,
Lord, be my voice to comfort them
When they have cause to fear.
But most of all | pray to You to give me of Your love
That they may know the strength and peace
That comes from God above. - Julie Woodford

Lo 11



WHAT'S ON AT PMC?

aware that some activities may have to be po
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Tickets £5

Jrap in for a Drink & Chat
Wednesdays

@ 1% April
Q .-' 15" April

e 10-11:15am

LUNCH CLUB ~ just £3

2" Friday of each month at 12:00 noon
Homemade soups, pudding, tea, coffee

-";.;;j_: ¢: Prudhoe Methodist
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