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PRUDHOE METHODIST CHURCH
July & August 2021

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above,
Join with all nature in manifold witness

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.
-acknowledgement T.0 Chisholm/Hope Publishing



Buckets full of Courage

Below are the closing words of the Pastoral Address tothe Presbyteral
Session of Conference 2021, given by the Revd Richard Teal, President of the
Conference 2020-2 1. Reproduced with the kind permission of Revd Teal.

| truly believe that humility and gentleness are part of what the world
needs right now and that in embracing rather than shunning them we
give expression to the very love and grace of our extravagant God.

My third and last suggestion for what we need to help shape the new
future as we move from disorientation to reorientation is Courage.
Buckets full of it.

Courage to stay in dialogue with each other rather than shout each
other down.

Courage to not simply think we can pick up where we left off pre-
Covid.

Courage to name the ways in which we puff ourselves up and shun
the self-emptying call of Christ.

Courage to face those things in our church and community life which
are harsh and oppressive and self-serving.

Courage to resist the temptation - post-Covid - and spend our
energies only looking after our own to the neglect of our suffering
world.

And above all courage to believe that God redeems messes ...
creates order out of chaos.

The first Pentecost did not happen in a retreat centre or under a
rainbow on Lindisfame. The first Pentecost happened in lockdown
among scared and bewildered disciples in the upper room.

At the end of this Presidential Year, at the end of a year marked by
lockdown, | pray for a fresh outpouring of Pentecostal COURAGE on
each and every one of us. Because, it will take a fresh outpouring of
the Holy Spirit, for us, the Methodist people, to have the courage of
our convictions and tell our war-weary world that ‘The best of all is
God is with us’.

Thanks be to God.

Amen. Richard J Teal: 2021
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JENNY WRITES ...

So we are round to Summer again! | hope you are enjoying the
good weather and that slight increase in freedom and options for
spending time together.

You may not be going on holiday this year but | wonder if you can
remember a summer journey to a previous holiday with small
children in your car? If so, | can almost guarantee that the one
question you will all have heard as you drove was, “Are we nearly
there yet?” Spoken with longing in the tone.

In a very real sense, the whole nation and indeed the whole world
is sitting in the back seat asking this same question of our
governments as we wait for change and grow impatient. Many of
you, | am sure are asking this question of God toco. The last few
months have tested us, they may have caused you to cry out to
God but they have taught us too, to make the best of what we
have now and to trust the rest to God in hope because so many
things are beyond our control and therefore not ours to worry
about.

We may feel that living in this way is new for us and yet as
followers of Jesus, it is what we have been called to do all along.
Paul tells us that we are 'citizens of Heaven', living in one situation
but looking forward to a better one and Jesus himself said
'‘whoever lives and believes in me will have eternal life.’

As the regulations are lifted there will be much to think about and
share in. We will nead to reflect on what church should look like
post lock down. We will need to respond to the changes the ‘God
in Love Unites us' Report brings to the life of the church.

In all of this we will be tempted to get caught up in the everyday
and to feel we have regained all that we were waiting for. Qur call
though is to fix our eyes on Jasus, to give thanks for all he has
blessed us with but to live as citizens of Heaven. Our. call is to
share together in love, to reach out to our communities and to
follow God who alone knows the journey and plans the route.

- Rev. Jenny Porterpryde



Church Family News

Since lockdown came into Force in March 2020, when the COVID-19 virus took on serious
consequences, over Ehe past 15 months important events in our lives have not been shared widely
amongst our church family members. This seems an opportune time to catch up on some of those
moments.

BIRTHS We congratulate the Following who have had babies born into their Families:
24 March 2020 ¢ Harryto Great Grandparents Bill and Ann Worthy

I October 2020 - Miall Thomas John Rowell to Grandparents Chris and John Little

& Sanuary 2027 Elliott Mark to Grandparents Anita and John Dunnage

ADULT BAPTISM
73 May 20211 Colin Dickson. We are delighted to welcome Colin into membership

SPECIAL CELEBRATIONS
Marriage
12 June 2027 Andrew Johnson and Helen Laird

Ruby Wedding
20 Jupe 2027 Martyn and Ruth Johnson

Golden Weddings
& March 2027 Blan and Pat Bright. Pete and Pat Barrett
26 Jerae 2027 Alan and Judith Dunn

Diamond Wedding
24 Jupe 2027 Jim and Margaret Tulip

MOVING ON

We said goodbye to those moving to pastures new:

F0th March 2027 5teve and Sarah Beverley currently looking fora permanent home in Salisbury
And shortly to Bob and Sheila McAlpin moving Westward Ho (Hexham actually).

GOODBYE

We said goodbye to friends who have gone to be with ourLord:

21 October 2070 -Howard Haywood also part of the Ebenezer Methodist Church Family
17 fune 2027 Joyce Taylor, Faithful in worship and a faithFul helper at the toddler group.

ANSWERED PRAYER

ForHannah, granddaughter of Bill and Ann Worthy, who was critically ill with COVID-19, and For her
father who also was hospitalised with the virus. Hannah has been making good, though slow,

prog ress after a tough battle with the disease.

If you wish toshare your Family news please contactme -Editor.  intermission@uwclub.net
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New Circuit team in place - by Joseph Tulip

The Circuit has now established its Enabling Services team with
the appointments of Laura Wolfe and Joseph Tulip. Laura joined
in March as Enabling Services Manager, followed by Joseph who
arrived as Communications Co-ordinator in April.

Laura will head the team in supporting churches across the Circuit
to fulfil legal and governance requirements. These include property
matters, GDPR, governance, communications, administration,
financial matters, charity registration, and safeguarding.

Laura previously worked in marketing, web development, and
specialised in business management within a network of schools.
Prior to her arrival, Laura spent five-and-a half years as Circuit
Administrator in her home town of Chester-le-Street. She is
currently Data Champion for the Newcastle upon Tyne Methodist
District.

Joseph has spent most of his career as a senior journalist at the
Hexham Courant and has also worked in public relations and
communications. He is from Haydon Bridge Church. His role is to
develop communications across the Circuit, to help Ministers and
individual churches promote their activities, and to ensure church
members have access to Circuit news, reflections and worship
resources.

Joseph is working to evolve the Circuit website and social media
pages. He will also enhance audio visual resources, and is looking
forward to working more closely with churches on all forms of
communications as Covid restrictions ease. Another key part of
Joseph's role is to communicate the gospel message beyond the
church into the wider community.

Thank you, Lord ... that during lockdown, you led us to discover
that modern media can be used to make You known to those who
have yet to know You. Continue to teach and encourage us to
explore new technologies to spread your Good News.  Amen.
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Adventuri N{ - as told by Allan Waters

What would your answer be if | asked you what had been your
greatest adventure? Perhaps the day you were lost when still a small
child, or the first time you went off with only your friends and no
parents for a picnic. If, when you were older, perhaps you remember
your first attempt at mountaineering, even if the mountain was only a
small one, and the excitement of wondering if you would fall or not. [t
may be that one of your greatest adventures was flying for the first
time in an aeroplane and realising what a long way down it was if
anything went wrong with the engine. Perhaps you wished you could
keep in contact with the ground at the same time as flying.

In all these things you will notice that there is a wish to go off on your
own, and yet a deep desire to keep in touch with those you love and
who love you, just in case something goes wrong with your little
adventure. This is why the radio on a boat or plane is so important ;
in an emergency the pilot or captain can get in touch with someone
who can help.

Perhaps you have had thoughts of being an astronaut? They must
be fond of adventure. At times when they fly round the back of the
moon their radio communication is cut off. Can you imagine how they
feel when they find that they are in touch with earth again. Do you
recall the time when the first astronaut went for a walk in space? Did
he just decide to step outside to get a bit of exercise and go off on
his own, or did he make many preparations and make sure that he
kept in close touch with the space capsule? Can you picture yourself
out there? | am certain he made doubly sure he had a strong line
attached to him. But did you know that it had three purposes? The
first you might guess was to enable him to be brought back to the
capsule, the second was a pipe line which supplied the astronaut
with axygen to enable him to breathe while outside the craft, his vital
source of life. The third was a telephone line so that he could talk to
the captain inside the capsule and hence back to mission control.
Even with all three in one umbilical cord it must have been a thrilling
adventure.
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God knew all these three things before he made man. He has sent
his own son Jesus Christ for all three things for our safety. Christ is
our life line. Just before he returned to heaven he said that he
would send his Holy Spirit to take his place, and he did. The Holy
Spirit is the breath of God that gives us life and power to conguer
the trials and temptations in our walk of life. When the Holy Spirit
fell on the disciples at the first Pentecost, these fearful men who
had fled when Jesus was arrested, suddenly became brave and
faced the world and suffered punishment, exile and death rather
than deny their faith in Jesus as God’s son.

Christ is our means of communication with headquarters. The bible
reminds us that there is only one mediator between God and man,
and he is Jesus Christ. Jesus said that he was the only way to the
father. Whilst we have faith in Jesus we can pray to him and he will
present our petitions to our heavenly father. This line of
communication is never cut off. Christ is, most of all, our means of
return to the father. When we do wrong it is like cutting ourselves
off from God. But God sent Jesus to forgive our sins if we trust him
and to make a way back to heaven for us.

S0 Jesus is our source of eternal life, our means of communication
with God and our way back to God. Jesus said, "l go to prepare a
place for you, that where | am there you may be also.” If we feel
out alone in space, cut off from real life and safety, we have only to
trust the three fold line of Jesus and we shall be hauled back to the
safety of God in his heaven. Let us use one of these lines, the line
of communication now as we pray,;

O God, our heavenly father, we come to you in the name of your
son Jesus Christ, to ask that in the great adventure of life we may
never forget your presence with us. May your Holy Spirit guide us
on our journey and give us strength to overcome all our problems,
and may our faith in Jesus bring us at last safely home to you.
Amen



Getting to Know you - sheila Fairbairn

How did you come to be at PMC?

| grew up in Dunston and attended the Methodist Church as a child
and then became a Sunday School Teacher until | married Neville
and moved to Winlaton. Moved to Prudhoe in 1972 and, when Gail
and Karen were old enough, took them, along with Gillian Herdman,
to PMC Sunday School which was held in Prudhoe West school
while the church was being renovated in 1975. Joined the Young
Church leaders in the early 1990's.

What's your favourite food?
Don't have a favourite, but like fruit, fish and peanut butter!

What are your interests outside PMC?

Volunteer at the Marie Curie Hospice in Newcastle, exercise classes,
walking and used to enjoy knitting but that has now become too
painful.

What was your best holiday?
Iceland as a holiday was amazing but trekking in the Sahara and

Grand Canyon for Marie Curie were very special things to take part
in. (see Q6)

If there was a fire in your household and you could save 4
things what would they be?

Specs to find the other 3 things.

Neville as he probably wouldn't hear the smoke alarm.

Purse for all the cards — would need to replace things lost.
Warm, waterproof coat.

(Did think about photos but the house would probably have burnt
down before | could get them all together!)

What is your favourite hymnisong?
How great thou art — “in awesome wonder consider all thy works thy
hand has made”. (Q4)

What advice would you give to your young self?
9 Have more confidence to do things.



METHODIST WOMEN IN BRITAIN
On the 1st July 2021 (during the week of the
Methodist conference) MWIB celebrated 10
years of work and service as an independent
charity within the British Methodist Church.
We have grown and evolved since we began.
We provide opportunities Ffor creative
worship, support mission and world church
partners, highlighting and responding to
issues  of global social justice and
empowering women and girls around the
world by providing gifts and grants o
enable training, education, health and
employment opportunities.

The World Federation symbol is of the Tree of life, with the words: "To know
Christ and to make him known.” One of their issues asks people to wear black on
Thursdays, indicating that you are tired of putting up with rape and violence in
your community. It demonstrates a desire for a community where we can all walk
safely without the fear of being beaten up, being verbally abused, raped, or

being discriminated against due to our sexual orientation, political affiliation,
gender or ethnicity.

World federation prayer.....

Crealor God, rooted in your loving care,

Aurtured through your Son Jesus,

challenged by your Holy Spirit

We are in the world to bring peace with justice

Reconaliation in love and hope forall peaple.

May our lives extend as the branches of our Tree of life

bearing fruit of Unity and L ove.

We offer praise and thanksgiving through our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Amen

8)/ Your friend in Christ, Lynne
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Holiday Club Family FunDay Saturday24th July 2021 11am-3pm
Eastwoods Park (Prudhoe). In partnership with The Miner's Lamp Cafe and Community Hub

Celebrate the start of the summer holidays with a fun-packed Family outing to Eastwoods
Park. Come along for stalls of Fairground-style games, old-fashioned competitions (like eqq

and spoon races), a Bible story tent and plenty of edible treats for kids. Bring a picnic and
make an afternoon of it or just drop in for an hour.

Volunteers are needed to run the game stalls. We have lots of ideas and plenty of equipment

but need your help on the day to make it happen! If you can come (even just For an hour),
please contact Samantha on Prudhoe.Stocksfield. Holiday.Club@gmail.com or 01661 836059.

Mot able to go? Why not Sponsor a lunch for a child. We have arranged 50 lunches for
children. Priced at £3.00. See Peter Chapman for details.

Holiday Club

Holiday Club 2021 will be held for 3 days in the October half term holiday Wednesday 27 to
Friday 29" October. This year Holiday Club is really funny featuring stories of Peter and set in
a fish & chip shop- and followed on Friday evening by our usual party. Save the date!

We will again be running our successful Sponsor a Child to pay the £15.00 costs of a child at
Holiday Club. See Peter Chapman For details.

THE TAD REVEREND

The Head of the Church is Jesus Christ. That statement is well understood by Christians. But how does
a simple Christian explain the organised Church to a friend? There are many denominations, and it
may seem that there are many organisational levels between Jesus and ordinary worshippers. |
recently used Wikipedia to research the various definitions of "The Reverend", "The Very Reverend”,
"The Right Reverend”, "The Most Reverend” and other pre-nominal titles Found in the organised
church. Then there are bishops, archbishops and so on. Different denominations have different
organisational structures, but we are all agreed that Jesus is the Head of The Church.

In Methodism, each circuit has a few ministers and a Superintendent Minister, all of whom have The
Reverend (or Rev) as a pre-nominal title. It's an indication that they have all worked very hard at their
studies to become "presbyters”, as our ministers in Methodism are formally called. But then, ALL of
our Faithful are called to be ministers for Jesus. We also have lay-preachers and worship-leaders, all of
whom have spent a considerable amount of time and study to spread the Good Mews. And then,
there's little me, with no Formal qualifications in theology, but only an enquiring mind. Yet, | trustin
my friend Jesus. Perhaps I'm just a teeny bit reverend ... well, just a tad.. All are welcome at Prudhoe
Methodist Church.

- "The Tad Reverend” Pete,

Grateful thanks to all who gave or volunteered in Christian Aid Week:

10 To date a total of £2775 has been raised with £189 from the Big Brekkie at
the Parish Hall.



MECHANICS NOT REQUIRED

You don't need to be a mechanic to fill the tank of your car with fuel or
plug it in to a charging point. But what seems to be less well understood
is that you don't need to be a web designer to edit a webpage.

No matter how well a car has been designed, it cannot go very far
without fuel. No matter how well a website has been designed, it will
soon become out of date and monbund without fresh news and content.

| have used this mechanic and driver analogy many times with my IT
students, principally to debunk the false notion that you need to have a
degree in computer science to keep a website up to date.

It's true that websites use strange sounding codes “under the bonnet”
but drivers of cars are seldom concerned with the intricacies of EMUSs,
oxygen sensors and and CAM buses, yet still they drive their vehicles.

Although they perhaps don't know this, most of the contributors to this
magazine already have the basic IT skills to keep a page of our website
up to date. The mission statement for this magazine appears below, but
it could apply equally to any page of the prudhoemc.org website.

Do you feel called to help us keep the PMC website fresh and fit for His
purpose? Support will be provided; gentle steps are a promise.

Blessings, Pete B Intermission@uwclub.net

OUR (inter) MISSION STATEMENT PUBLICATION. We aim to

[1] To inform our local community, and
ourselves, of what happens within the walls of
PMC (as a building)

[2] To inform the same parties of our organised
outreach work beyond those walls (eg Open-
the-Book)

[3] To inform about individual work and witness
by our members working with the Holy Spirit
[4] To outreach our fellowship to those unable
or (perhaps) unwilling to worship with us.

[5] To spread the Good News using a fresh
theme each month.

[6] Making disciples.  Rev Rob Hawkins

distribute new issues every
alternate month. Please send
articles for Sept/Oct edition
no later than Wed 18" Auguskt
to intermission@uwclub.net

Intermission is written by our
church Family, kypeset in
Ubuntu & Liberation Sans on
Libre Office Draw in Linux
Mint. Printed & published at
Prudhoe Methodist Church
and online at:

www.prudhoemc.org 11



A& Tynedale
‘ ' Methodist Circuit

Prudhoe and Stocksfield Methodist Churches are looking for a:
Part Time Pastoral Support and Qutreach Worker (16 Hours a weak)
Salary £7904 p/a
Are You:

- Sesking a dynamic opportunity to engage in pastoral work and mission through
building relationships with people and outreach into the community?

- Excited 1o listen to and pray with others to encourage them in their faith and
support them throughout their faith joumey?

- A committed Christian, willing to work as part of a team and create discipling
opportunities?

- Do you have a passion for those on the marging of Church and those most in need
of support and encouragement?

Further Information

Stocksfield and Prudhoe Methodist Churches have traditional worship services and
more informal worship opportunities. They share in small groups and in the past
have reached out to the community through Messy Church and activities such as film
nights, social evenings and ‘Calm and Craft' Retreat sessions. They are cumently
running an Alpha online.

In conjunction with our Youth Worker, our Prudhoe Members are heavily involved in
the ‘Open The Book ' schools project and The Churches offer a large, ecumenically
run Holiday Club every year.

Both churches have recently completed their Growth Plans and have a strong
commitment fo growing, reaching out and sharing God's love and good News. Both
have a strong tradition of pastoral care and are keen to experiment with new ways of
supporting the church family and reaching out to others. The recent lockdown has
given the churches the opportunity to further reflect on their pastoral care, outreach
and weekly events programme moving forward. Ecumenical relationships in both
communities are close.

There is a genuine, occupational requirement for the post holder to be a Christian.
For more detalls and an application pack please contact:

Rev Jenny Porterpryde Tel 01661 833869 prydejennym@gmail.com

Closing date for Applications: 12 noon August 27th 2021

Interview date planned for : September 10th 2021
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