EASTER 2025



The song “Everything | do, | do it for you" (Bryan Adams,
Kamen & Lange), was the inspiration (thanks Lynne) for our
cover image this Easter time. In previous Easter editions we
have concentrated on “Christ Risen”. But we shall not Forget
the supreme sacrifice of The Son of God who died a brutal
and agonising death so that we may be Forgiven OUR sins.

HOLY UWEEK

Palm Sunday, 3pm  Ovingham & District Choir
musical anthology ‘God so Loved the World
At St Mary the Virgin church, Ovingham

Monday, 7.30pm
Inroducing Holy Week

St Mary Magdalene
Tuesday, 7.30pm The Gate Church
The Garden of Gethsemane

Wednesday, 7.30pm
Stations of The Cross

Our Lady & St Cuthbert

Thursday, 7.30pm PMC
Tenebrae Service
Friday, 10am PMC

Good Friday Service

Friday, 11.15am
Walk of Witness

Meet at Our Lady &
St Cuthbert's Church

Sunday, 6.30am
Easter Sunrise Sernvice

West Road Cemetery
Sunday, 10.30am PMC
Easter Service led by Ruth Johnson

(All arangements comect at time of printing, but
please check Notices on prudhoemc.org)

PMC Services

Please note Sunday services
begin at 10:30am except Wylam

sun 02 Mar

Brian Japes
Sun 09 Mar

Rev Fiona Calverey HC
Sun 16 Mar

LA
Sun 23 Mar

Norman Fullard
Sun 30 Mar

RevFiona Calverey J5
Sun 06 Apr

Tony Buglass

sun 13 Apr

LA
Sun 20 Apr

Ruth Johnson
Sun 27 Apr

Rev Fiona Calverey HC
Sun 04 May

Jack Macadam
Sun 11 May

Rev Fiona Calverey HC
Sun 18 May

10:45 @ Wylam JS
Sun 25 May

LA
LA=Local Arrangement
HC = Holy Communion
JS=Joint service

PMC Bookings oOur premises at Prudhoe Methodist Church are
available to book for some community meetings and activities.
Please call (01661) 833465 or 832066 for information.

2 intermission@uwclub.net



HFSAC celebrates 20 years as a charity!

Who would have thought that a glance at the “Wherehouse” notice
board at Spring Harvest in 2000 would dominate the lives of Glen &
David Smith for the next 24 + years! In applying to WEC (World
Evangelization for Christ) and being matched to a project in South
Africa to start a village for children born with HIV who were being
abandoned in hospitals, we had little idea that we would still be
working with children both in the village and in rural communities
which now takes alarger amount of our work and income.

Much of the first years were spent in developing the village, having
purchased a small holding of 22 acres, and building small houses for 4
children plus a housemother when we had the finance. (We would
spend 3/6 months at a time in S.A) Today there are 20 houses, and
Rehoboth is now a short-term home to 75 children. The first children
are now adult and we have been able to help with moving into life in
the community for many of them.
- continued overleaf (p4) 9



( continued from P3)

It was 2004 when we finally registered the charity as Hope for South
Africa’s Children and developed the Sponsor programme for children
in the village. Members of PMC have always been supportive and
Neville, Sally and Ann Worthy kindly became Trustees, Elizabeth Veal
joining later. In 2006 we were able to take a team to the village from
PMC to help with maintenance[and have fun entertaining the
children]. Can you spot the team from the photo?

Today we have 43 sponsors supporting the village but most of our work
is directed to Education/Training, Leaver Support and Feeding
programmes in the rural community. Take a look at projects we
support on our website: www.hopesachildren.org.uk

It is incredible to think that we have raised more than £900,000 for
projects in South Africa, the Lord has richly blessed the work and we
look forward to reaching the £1milllion.

Save the date! May 31¢ Evening Celebration and fundraiser for HFSAC
at PMC with Rev Fiona and Dave, Blanche and Bill, David and Glen,

4 The Trustees celebrating our 20th Anniversary



Resurrection all around

When the cold earth feels the sunshine, When a friendship, sadly broken,
Probing roots search deep for food, Starts again its warmth to Find,
Welcome Easter, welcome springtime, | Welcome Easter, welcome springtime,
Jesus lives and God is Good. Jesus lives and God is kind.

When the crocus braves the weather, When a Family spoilt by quarrels,
Liftsits head to greet the sky, Cools its temper, hurt removes,

Welcome Easter, welcome springtime, | Welcome Easter, welcome springtime,
Jesus lives and God is nigh. Jesus lives and God is love.

When the poor, the homeless, hungry
Reach for help, no longer sad,
Welcome Easter, welcome springtime,
Jesus lives and God is glad.

When the Church sings Easter gladness,
Voices raised, a faith to share,

Welcome Easter, welcome springtime,
Jesus lives and God is there.

- with thanks to Margaret G for sending this

Christian Aid Week 2025 May11th -17th

80 years ago Christian Aid was founded to bring relief and aid
to those throughout Europe whose lives were shattered by
World War 2.

This year we have 7 days to make a difference.
What will you do ?

Distribute and collect envelopes in your neighbourhood?
Have a Christian Aid collection at your church?

Take on the 70k in May challenge ?

Hold a coffee morning?

Set up an online envelope for digital collections?
Organise a show: singing, dancing, a play? 5



GETTING to KNOW YOU

In this series of articles we ask our church friends to tell us
about their favourite things, interests and hopes.

ALLAN AND SYLVIA WATERS
How did you come to be at PMC?

Allan : When Ryton and Prudhoe Circuit was merged with other
circuits, as Senior Steward of the Ryton & Prudhoe circuit and in
order to represent Prudhoe on the Tynedale Circuit Committee It
was “suggested” by Rev Neil Cockling | had to have my membership
transferred from Memorial Church to Prudhoe.

Sylvia : Following the closure of Robert Young Memorial Crawcrook
| took the opportunity to join PMC

What's your Favourite food?

Allan: Fish and Chips
Sylvia : | think Prawn Cocktail although | like most sweet treats

What are your interests outside PMC?
Allan: Jigsaws, puzzles, reading and gardening

Sylvia : Meeting up with friends, baking, | do decorate a small
number of cakes. | also attend a wives group and coffee time at
Ryton and Crawcrook where | meet up with those from my old
church. In 2020 | took on a District role as Lay Stationing
Representative which looks to station Ministers when they are
moving Circuits/Districts. This is very time consuming at certain
times in the year.

Once in alifeHnm® six or
What happened in March 1818 that may
Answer on



What was your best holiday?
Allan : Sailing through the Panama Canal

Sylvia : Hard one for me as | have enjoyed all my holidays but | think
Hawaii is up there.

If there was a Fire in your household and you could save 4 things,
what would they be?

Allan : Sylvia, Passport, computer and Paddington Bear

Sylvia : Allan, Hymnbook, Family Photographs and the Family Bible
from my Grandparents.

What is your favourite hymn/song?

Allan: Who Would True Valour See

Sylvia : Again, difficult as | like so many You Raise Me Up as it reminds
me the Holy Spirit raises me up to do more than | can do under my
own strength.

What advice would you give to your young self?

Allan: Grow up

Sylvia : Not to worry as much

What miracle would you like to see?

Allan : Climate Change Reversal

Sylvia : Peace on Earth

r seven lifetimes, maybe?
ay not happen again until March 2285 ?
n page 11



MWIB DIARY - by Lynne Graham
April 4-6 three car loads of ladies are attending the Swanwick MWIB conference.

April 25 at 6.00 Tynedale Circuit's Easter offering service( written by MWIB for
the churches' mission) is being held in Catton MC.

18 June NEW short ,flat walk around Ponteland then food at the Blackbird
meeting at 6.00 meal at 7.00

28 June World church day at Newbiggin 10.00 for 10.30, bring and share lunch.
16 July District dinner at Ponteland,bring and share meal with entertainment.
20 Septour district is having an Away day in Amble MC 10-4.00

19 OctMinsteracres retreat led by Leonora Wassell(connectional president)

A Novemberdate to be arranged for the President,Rosemary Gray's second
year's induction is to be held in Brunswick.

British Summer Time - comlng soon'
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Down to earth -
with old Gabriel

One Thursday morning, the Toddler Group were
meeting in the church hall in the little village of
Much Clarting near Casterbridge in the county of e 1)
Wessex. g% o A

The parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles were discussing Easter over their cups
of coffee when a little girl asks “Why is Easter wiggly?” Asked what she meant, the
child replied “Christmas is always on 25 December, but Easter wiggles about”.

Uncle Toby said “It’s all to do with the shaype of the moon in the spring, an’ it
keeps changin’ the day’ “. Mother said “We “as Christmas in the darkest nights o’
the year, cos Jesus is the Loight of the World. Then Auntie Mildred added “ An’'
Easter is at the toime when the fields an’ gardens is gettin’ filled with new loife".

“Ahaa!” said the retired geography teacher, “How does that make sense to the
people in Australia?” The minister then explained to the girl “We have different
seasons in the Christian Calendar when we can all meet together to think and talk
about the different days in the lives of Jesus and his friends”.

Old Gabriel Oak, a retired shepherd and farm labourer, now riddled with arthritis,
is beginning to quietly gather up the toys and is putting them away in the store
cupboard. He slowly turns to the coffee drinkers and he softly says this:

“0i don't care much for yon' faancy caalendars an’ their loikes. | jes’ knows when
it's toime fer lambin’, fer ploughin’, Fer drillin’, an’ fer ‘aarvest. But OFll tell ‘ee
this. When Oi wakes up ev'ry mornin’... EV'RY MORNIN' ... | thinks o' the birth,
the teachin's, the death an’ the res'rekshun o' my Saviour Jesus. An' then | says
moi own thanks to God for sendin’‘Im to Earth an’ sayvin' a poor wrekch like me .”

There is silence, then a few wry smiles and nodding of heads. And Gabriel
continues with his selFappointed task of collecting the toys.

Fiction by a simple soul, influenced by the love of God, the novels of Thomas Hardy
and maybe just a smidgin’ o' Larkrise to Candleford. -PB 9



RECYCLING RITA

New Year's resolutions are probably long forgotten now but | resolved to take the
advice of the Good Housekeeping Institute (see InterMISSION Autumn 2024) and
after using the last of my liquid laundry soap | ditched the plastic in favour of laundry
powder in a box. But hang on ...wait a minute ...didn't the recycling leaflet tell me
that plastic bottles could be recycled? A quick look at the label on a laundry bottle
confirms this. Hmm, this recycling lark beats me.

If you want to go a step further and are curious about the laundry egq (InterMISSION
Autumn 2024)), someone has donated one with a refill pack of mineral pellets. If you
would like to try it contact editor Pete and he will pass it on.

Meanwhile news has spread that households will be given a minimum of four binsin
new coundl guidance intended to boost recycling rates. New rules ‘taking effect in
March’. Well, we shouldn't have long to wait!

We continue to hope that the recycling waste collection in this area will one day
include all hard plastic the likes of yogqurt pots, margarine tubs, plastic trays etc.
However, it is encouraging to see that manufacturers are starting to instruct on
packaging that plastic wraps be ‘recycled with bags at large supermarkets.’

Again we don't always know which ‘soft plastics’ can be left at supermarket recycling
pointsso | quote from the instructions at a local Sainsbury's:

vis © no X

Dry food bags (eg bread) Plastic bottles .

Frozen fruit & veg bags Compostable or biodegradable bagsfwrappers
Bubble wrap General Food waste

Biscuitjcake wrappers Foam/polystyrene.

Plastic carrierfsalad bags

Crisp/snack packets

Food pouches and sachets
Newspaper/magazine wrappers

‘All items should be clean and free of food and, where possible, sticky labels too.’

A local supermarket had to move the soft plastic recycling bin away from the doorway
as contaminated itemswere being thrown into it and so the contents ended in
landfill.

| hope something here has proved helpful. At the end of the day only when recycling
is made much easier for everyone will success rates improve.

10
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The first senior moment,

A physician, a dvil engineer and a computer scientist were arguing over what was the world's oldest
profession. The physidan said "The Bible says God created Eve from Adam's rib. This clearly
required surgery, so | @an claim the honour".

“Mot necessarily” said the civilengineer. “Even earlier in Genesis, in says that God created the order
of the heavens and the Earth out of chaos. This was the most spectacular application of civil
engineering; sol claim the honour.”

The computer scientist smiled and said "And who do you think created the chaos?” - from D Smith

March 1818 and March 2285 (from question on pp 6-7)

The earliest date for Easter Sunday is 22nd March but this is so
rare that it last happened in 1818 and won't happen again before
2285 by which time the dates for Easter Sunday may be simplified.
The latest possible date for Easter Sunday is 25™ April.

Our interMISSION statement PUBLICATION. Quarterly in

. i March, June, September and
[1] To inform our local community, and December. Please send
ourselves, of what happens within the walls of

articles in the previous month
PMC (as a building)

[2] To inform the same parties of our organised
outreach work beyond those walls (eg Open-
the-Book)

[3] To inform about individual work and witness
by our members working with the Holy Spirit
[4] To outreach our fellowship to those unable
or (perhaps) unwilling to worship with us.

[5] To spread the Good News using a frash
theme each month.

[6] Making disciples. Rev Rob Hawkins

intermission@uwclub.net

Intermission is written by our
church Ffamily, typeset in
Ubuntu & Liberation Sans on
Libre Office Draw in Linux
Mint. Printed & published at
Prudhoe Methodist Church
and online at:
www.prudhoemec.org
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LAST YEAR

Humbles Wood Farm
Palm Sunday 2024.

The donkeys said “thank
you” to Ruby For the
carrots.




