1n|ler

PRUDHOE METHODIST CHURCH
SUMMER 2025

-



It's summer, and school's out. But many
parents will be at work as their children are
left unsupervised. And kids take risks; it is,

after all, part of the learning process.

But some risks are to be avoided. Every

summer, rivers, lakes and coasts take
away the lives of too many young children.
Think - teaching does not end in summer.

EVENTS

Saturday, 9th August, 10am coffee morning at Fourstones
Methodist chapel for TEA 4 TOOLS. Bring ring your old, rusty,
unwanted tools and they will be sent to Tools 4 Self Reliance, a
charity providing reconditioned tools for Africa.

Friday 15 August, VJ commemaoration with various events in
Eastwoods Park leading up to the lighting of beacons
nationwide at 9.30pm

Saturday 30fSunday 31 August Prud hoe Community Show and
Fair at Eastwoods Park

sunday 7 September Volunteer at the Great North Run 2025 to
support Action for Children. Further details from Anne/Peter
Chapman

Saturday 13 September Tynedale Circuit will be hosting
Autumn Synod 2025 at Westerhope. Volunteers from every
church will be needed.

Saturday 4 October, 10am-12pm Macmillan Coffee Morning in
the Green Room at PMC

PRAYER MEETING PUZZLE
Atthe end of the small prayer meeting, they all
shook hands with each other as they “passed the
Peace”. There were 28 handshakes altogether. How
many were there? Answer: bottom of page 11

PMC Services

Please note Sunday services
begin at 10:30am

Sun 10 Aug

Ruth Johnson
Sun 17 Aug

Fiona Calverey HC
Sun 24 Aug

Local Arrangement
Sun 31 Aug

Ruth Johnson
Sun 07 Sep

Fiona Calverey HC
Sun 14 Sep

Sandr Martin
Sun 21 Sep

Tom Dodds
Sun 28 Sep

Fiona Calverey JS
Sun 05 Oct

Brian Japes
Sun 12 Oct

Fiona Calverey
5un 19 Oct

Local Arrangement
5un 26 Oct

@Wylam 10:45am JS

PMC Bookings

Our premises at Prudhoe Methodist Church are available to
book for some community meetings and activities.
Please call (01661) 833465 or 832066 for information.

o, intermission @uwclub.net




“Thin Places” - From Rev Fiona

Hello Friends

The longest day and shortest night are behind us and
find ourselves in Astronomical Summer. Families and
children are preparing for the holidays and getting
excited as the school year ends. | wonder how you are
planning to spend the next couple of months as we
enjoy the warm climate with evenings when we can get
our barbecues out and have a meal outdoors?

I am sure many of you have walked some, if not all, of St Cuthbert's Way, and soin
an effort to engage in something practical, | have been looking at trying some of
the shorter walks that form part of the ‘Way'. We know that St Cuthbert was
brought up in the Celtic tradition and so | reflected on the Celtic Christian belief
that you can go to certain places to be closer to God. These places have long been
called "thin places” and are geographical locations scattered throughout Ireland
and Scotland where a person experiences only a very thin divide between the
past, present, and future.

When Christianity spread into Britain, the Celtic Christians held onto aspects of
this ancient folklore for revering thin places and broadened their understanding
to encompass not only geographical places, but also moments when the holy
became visible to the eyes of the human spirit. Thin places, then, took on spedal
meaning, where a person is somehow able to encounter something more ancient
and eternal, within the present time.

This Celtic ‘sense of place’ gave significance to certain locations as "holy trees,
holy mountains, holy wells." They were fascinated by shorelines where water met
the land, by rivers, by wells where water bubbled up from deep below, by
doorways which were the meeting places from the outside and inside. These
places spoke of meeting, of transitions from one state to another, "where the veil
between this world and the next isso sheer you can almost step through."

Perhaps you have a particular place that is holy to you in a similar way: the beach
you've walked countless times where water rolls onto the sand in a familiar way, a
place of reunion where God seems always close by and all's right with the world, a
mountain vista that has taken you close to the stars and seemingly closer to God,
a home church or even your own backyard and garden. Do you have a place where
you can go and feel espedially close to God? Or perhaps you can recall a place in
time which you can remember and re-visit as a source of spiritual awakening,
where you felt particularly connected ko God.



"What is significant about sacred places turns out not to be the places
themselves," someone has written. "Their power lies within their role in
marshalling our inner resources and binding us to our beliefs.” While places can
bind us to our beliefs, so can memory, a piece of music, a spedal story, a word
spoken at just the right time - | suppose, if we think about it, most of us have
experienced a "thin place” when we can remember God seeming very close and
very real.

There are certain passages of scripture that are especially helpful in transporting
us to a special place with God in our time. The words and images of Psalm 27 lead
us to such a place - a kind of thin place where human and divine meet in a
beautiful closeness.

This psalm is a meeting place for a very close relationship! Psalm 27 is composed
of two rather distinct units, each of which has a special character. The first part of
the psalm is a statement of confidence and trust in God, a God who inspired this
confidence by acts of faithfulness in the past, and therefore may be depended
upon to relate to us in a similar manner in the future. This sense of dependence is
boldly declared at the beginning where the metaphor of God is "my light,” which
is seconded by that of God as "my salvation.” Nowhere else in the Old Testament
is God referred to as "my light." The effect of the language here is to convey a
relationship with God that is intimately familiar. This psalm brings God very near
indeed.

With a willingness to call upon God as "light” and "salvation,” the psalmist also
admits a very human need for help in times of despair and anxiety. One biblical
scholar has noted that the "book of Psalms is one of the most important books in
the Hebrew Bible because of its exquisite ability to seize human experience like a
harp and strum on every one of its strings."

This psalm is a thin place for meeting God where, as in our everyday lives, the
strings of our experience strum both the soft notes of gratitude and trust and the
shrill ones of anguish and despair. With low notes and high notes, this psalm
invokes an intimate relationship with God.

When we meet each other after a while we often ask one another "How was your
day?" | imagine all parents of schoolaged children have greeted their child with
that question - "How was your day?” or one very much like it. It is a kind of
question that usually comes from someone who really cares, but is often met

4 with a vague response like, "Not bad." (continues on P5)



Imagine a mother asking that question in a different way. As she tucks her
children into bed at night, their teeth brushed and their hair still damp from the
bathtub, she asks them "Where did you meet God today?" And they tell her, one
by one: a teacher helped me, there wasa homeless person in the park, | saw a tree
with lots of Flowers in it. She tells them where she met God, too. Before the
children drop off to sleep, the moments of their day have become the substance
of prayer. They enter a thin place, and the presence of God isvery near.

Perhaps we can weave that question into our conversations together and reflect
how God meets us in unexpected places and spaces. Be expectant to encounter
God wherever you find yourself, as you are still and listen with your heart, and be
ready to share that encounter with others to encourage and up lift.

Meanwhile, our days will start getting shorter and the nights will lengthen as we
journey towards the Autumn Equinox (22nd September at 19:20). Until then enjoy
the Summer and be blessed.

Love, Fiona

PRUDHOE & STOCKSFIELD HOLIDAY CLUB

Prudhoe Methodist Church again hosted Prudhoe & Stocksfield Holiday Club

from 21:t ko 254 July 2025. We ran Teambuilders which included stories from the old and
new testaments and was set in a local mulki-sports club. This year was very successful
when we welcomed 84 children aged 5-10 through the doors over the course of 5 daysand
a team of 12 apprentices. Also 31 families attended Holiday Club Toddlersin the Parish
Hall. wWe had great help from 72 volunteers from 7 churches. This year we started 8 young
leaders who were a great support and we feel the future of the Holiday Club.

OFf those children, some were hearing a coherent message about Jesus For the very first
time. Some of the children possibly prayed for the very first time. We know some even
decided to ask Jesus to forgive them and welcome them onto God's team.

Every year we pray that the experiences of these children and their families at Holiday
Club will be a stepping stone, a building block, a seed planted - a step along the way to
establishing their own relationship with Jesus and finding a church Family to support
them in their faith. And we trust God to do the rest!

Thank you once again for what you have personally contributed to Holiday Club. we
certainly could not run it without YOU either by volunteering, by financial support, by
praying, by baking, by planning crafts, by planning games and by preparing hundreds of
refreshments and thousands of chopped Fruits for hungry mouths.

Peter Chapman (from an original report by Samantha Freyhan). &



What is MWIB ? )/
For Women, for Justice, for Christ

Methodist Women in Britain @ 1

- a brief history by Lynne Graham MWiB

Women's work began in 1858 and in 1883 the Easter offering was established,
asking families to raise one penny a head for mission funds. Thank you to all who
contributed this year to raise a fantastic amount.

In 1908.a girls medical league was formed as a junior part of women's work, leading
to JMA.

In 1923 Helen Kim proposed a worldwide organisation of Methodist women who
wished to make a difference in church and society.

In 1942 Women's Fellowship was formed. with Young Wives in 1965, in 1987 it was
renamed Metwork. The name changed again in 2011 to Methodist Women in Britain.

Started in 1986 the Helen Kim scholarship offers Leadership Development training
for young women, aimed at 18-30 year-olds, working to promote peace and better
conditions in the whole world. Hope for the hopeless, security for the insecure,
sufficient for the impoverished, freedom for the oppressed and a wvoice for the
voiceless.They have the opportunity to attend the World Federation World
Assembly. the next one being in New Zealand in 2026.

In 2016 a MWIB Heritage and archive's exhibition “Transforming the world from the
kitchen” the story of women working together in British Methodism was launched at
Epworth Old Rectory, North Lincolnshire (the home of the Wesleys).

Kevin and | visited a few years ago, it's worth a visit. In the exhibition brochure
Susanna Wesley is quoted “There are two things to do about the gospel; believe it
and behave it."

There are 3 main points to MWIB

1.Bringing women together to know Christ and make him known

2.Encouraging, Enabling, Equipping women to serve God in the church., community
and the world. 3.Connecting women in Britain with women worldwide.

Dates for your diary:
28 Aug 10.00-3.00: Open house at Rosemary's 2, Faimey edge. Ponteland

16 Sep @7.00 Saathis Indian meal Hexham

20 Sept: Away day at Amble, led by Helen Van Tueten subject ,Living Waters with
bring and share lunch. Bible study, crafts, walk, worship + communion.
2 Oct 10.00-3.00 Fellowship day @Morpeth MC
7-9 Oct Minsteracres led by Leonora Wassell
18 Oct World Federation meeting at Starbeck MC Harrogate.
18 Oct @7.00 Ponteland MC Ceildh

6 2026 10-12 April Swanwick conference at the Hayes, Derbyshire.



Lynne’s Prayer notes - from the MwiB website 05 July 2025

When we start our moming with God, we're handing over the rest of the day to him.
God in the driving seat. We can talk through our plans, listen to his wisdom and hand
over our worries. With God's hand quiding us we will enter each day with his Grace and
Mercy for whatever the daybrings.

One thing should characterise our lives as Christians, we should make a difference. A
word here, an action there and the effects could be remarkable. We don't expect big
changes but our faith should make a difference somewhere.

In what ways does your faith effect the way you live?

In whatways does it influence your dealing with the people around you ?

We take time for prayer and worship, read and study the bible but fail to go out into the
world and make real there, the truth of what we believe.

Forgive us and help us to minister in Christ's name, bringing peace, hope, help and
healing, sharing love.

Loving God, make a difference to me so that | may make a difference to others. Give us
all Grace to act upon your call. Lord we do believe, help our unbelief!

God of the Margins

We pray for those living on the edge, the poor, the lonely, the alienated.

The strangers in our midst, those isolated by mental or physical illness, by bereavement
or family breakdown. Those who have crossed frontiers or missed out on education,
those who slip through the net of social caring, whose voices are unheard, who are not
quite respectable( though worthy of respect).

We pray for ourselves, that we may leamn from our sisters and brothers, about resilience
and hope against the odds, about celebration and sharing, that we may never make
assumptions. Or make the church exclusive, when God's love includes all. We prayin the
name of Christ at the heart of all, Amen.

In church, the body of believers is made up of people of all temperaments, backgrounds,
shapes and sizes. If they appreciate the gifts God hasgiven each individual and they
work together as one body, mighty things can happen.
Given a jigsaw, we found that 1 piece was missing, on a leaflet within the box it said the
pieces were so uniguely cut it couldn't be replaced, we would have to get a replacement
jigsaw. | likened this to people in church, we have good listeners, creative, prayerful,
encouraging, pastoral visitors etc. We are ALL needed, to work together in the church
family.
Another jigsaw had 4 pieces missing so we gave up onit but God never gives up on us

- Lynne Graham.
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3 REASONS WHY YOU NEED JESUS
JESUS LOVES YOU!

He desires to have a relationship with you and to give you a
life full of joy and purpose. Why do you need Him in your life?

1

YOU HAVE
A PAST

You can't go

back, but He can.

The Bible says:
Jesus Christ the
same yesterday,
today, and for
ever.-
Hebrews 13:8

He can walk into
those places of
sin and failure,
wipe the slate
clean and give
you a new
beginning.

2

YOU NEED
A FRIEND

Jesus knows the

worst about you,

yet He believes
the best.

Why?

Because He sees
you not as you
are, but as you
will be when He

gets through with

YOLU.

What a friend!

Why not begin a personal relationship
with Jesus by praying this prayer now?

3

HE HOLDS
THE FUTURE

Who else are you
going to trust?

In His hands you
are safe and
secure — today,
tomorrow and for
eternity.

His word says:
'For | know the
plans | have for
you ...plans for
good and not for
evil, to give you a
future and a hope.
In these days
when you pray |
will listen.’
Jeremiah 29:11-12

Lord Jesus Christ, | am sorry for the things | have done wrong in
my life. | ask your forgiveness. Thank you for dying on the cross
to set me free from my sins. Please come into my life and fill me
with your Holy Spirit and be with me for ever. Thank you. Amen

8 - adapted from “Word for Today” (UCE)




Getting to know you - lan Warburton

How did you come to be at PMC?

| was brought up in both the Church of Scotland and the Methodist Church and grew
to love Methodism. | moved away from church in my teens and did not return until
just before | married Caroline. When we arrived in Prudhoe, we went to the Church
of England for over a decade (and this formed an important part of my spiritual
development) but | then became aware of an increasing desire to return to
Methodism. So the family and | started coming to PMC in January 1988 and |
immediately felt as if | had come home.

What's your favourite food?
Savoury, fish and chips. Sweet, sherry trifle

What are your interests outside PMC?

After family, my main interests are singing in Prudhoe Gleemen and Ovingham and
District Choir, working behind the scenes in the Dragon Tale Theatre Group, writing
local notes for the Hexham Courant and presenting on first, hospital, later,
community radio, something which I've done on and off for over 50 years

What was your best holiday?
We used to rent a cottage in North Wales, not far from Barmouth, and went for our
summer holidays a total of 13 times.

Lfmere was a fire in your household and you could save 4 things, what would they
e?
Caroline, our cat Sage, my mobile phone and its recharger

What is your Favourite hymn/song?
Traditional—And Can It Be? Modern—Let Love Be Real in Giving and Receiving

What advice would you give to your young self?
Grow your self-confidence. On the whole, you can manage whatever life might
throw at you

What miracle would you like to see?
| yearn to see a world in which love drives out all the current hatreds. Just think
what could be achieved if that were to happen..
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THE 3 R’s and your CHILDREN'S EDUCATION

They say that the three "R"s are the pillars of education ... READING (w)RITING and (a) RITHMETIC. . But
there are three other "R"s that we need to teach our children if we care about our planet. These are
REPAIR, REUSE and RECYCLE. S0 let me introduce you ko the PIRATES...

THE THREE "AHHRRS"

LANDFILL PHILIP PIERRE REPAIR  REECE REE-USE MICHAEL RECYCLE WYNN DOZE

LANDFILL PHILIP is an old traditional pirate. He thinks that all treasure should be buried in the
ground. His arch enemies are the “THREE AHHRRS" known as PIERRE, REECE and MICHAEL who keep
stealing his “loot” before he has the chance ko bury it.

PIERRE REPAIR takes away anything he can mend. A discarded bigece that needed only a new inner
tube. A hairdryer that needed a new fuse in the plug-top. &n electric oven into which he fitted a new
heating element. And dozens of laptops that the greedy American pirate WYNN DOZE stopped from
working. (PIERREmended these with something called Linux Mint.)

REECE REE-USE takes away anything he can re-purpose (he finds another use for it). He uses old coffee
jars to keep nails, screws, nuts & bolts in. He re-uses paper envelopes. He cuts power cords off any
appliances that PIERRE cannot mend, to make extension leads. Plastic water tanks are used to collect
rain-water for gardens. He makes composters from old wooden planks. He even turned an old wooden
box into a hedgehog house.

MICHAEL RECYCLE (the brother of Recyding Rita) takes away stuff that can be broken up, cut or
shredded to make something new. Metals, plastic, timber, cardboard and glass. He knows someone
who turns old plastic bottles and printer cartridges (the ones that cannot be refilled with ink) into
plastic garden furniture. It's a fine day today, but MICHAEL RECYCLE can't decide which garden chair
to sit in. Should it be the Epson, Canon or HP chair today?

LANDFILL PHILIP and WYNN DOZE want people to spend more maney by buying new things, so they do
nat like PIERRE, REECE, and MICHAEL very much. Who cares about planet EARTH anyway?

Pete Barrett (alias Pierre Repair) spends his spare time (when he has some) mending obsolete laptops.

10 All together now, say: “AHHRR! AHHRR! AHHRR!... REPAIR, REUSE, RECYCLE "



JUST FOR A GIGGLE ?

What do you
call a camel
with no
humps?
HUMPFREE !

#) Who Is your hero?

b) Why do you this person your hero?

= 5 BRAVL

anything your hero 8 frightened of?

jAn

the zliacatad timea. ..
and more convenient' don't you understand?”

This cartoon, although
amusing at first sight,
reminds us that many of
our friends have been
left behind by the march
of technology.

"0, one more time, Go héme and log onko

our website from your computer., create an

account and purchase your train ticket with
yvour credit or debit card, download the ticket
to your smartphone, then come back here at

Just what part of 'easier

OUR (inter) MISSION STATEMENT
[1] To inform our local community, and
ourselves, of what happens within the walls of
PMC (as a building)
[2] To inform the same parties of our organised
outreach work beyond those walls (eg Open-
the-Book)
[3] To inform about individual work and withess
by our members working with the Holy Spirit
[4] To outreach our fellowship to those unable
or (perhaps) unwilling to worship with us,
[5] To spread the Good News using a fresh

theme each month. ]
i Wakag diocies, O pob Henking

PUBLICATION. We aim to
distribute new issues by the
first Sunday of the month.
Please send articles no later
than the 3 Wednesday of the
previous month to:
intermission@uwclub.net
Intermission is written by our
church family, kypeset in
Ubuntu & Liberation Sans on
Libre Office Draw in Linux
Mint. Printed & published at
Prudhoe Methodist Church
and online at:
www.prudhoemec.org

From page 2: There were eight people at the prayer meeting.
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CONCERT IN AID OF
THE STROKE ASSOCIATION at
PRUDHOE METHODIST CHURCH
SATURDAY 27" SEPTEMBER at 7pm
TICKETS £8 OR PAY AT THE DOOR

For those who have By B
just come back from L IR

it
holiday, we'll ask: S — i
“Where's yer bin?" N u
But on a more serious 3=
note please think very '
carefully before you i et e ey
discard anything to the gl
landfill bin. Can ithe M= rremr e

mended, reused or Teach your children well.
recycled? Together we

can make a difference. | >¢€€ the 3 "R’s” page 10




