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PRUDHOE METHODIST CHURCH

CHRISTMAS 2025

“Where a mother laid her Baby In a manger for His bed”



“In Tynedale there are many shops selling model
snowmen, reindeer, nutcracker soldiers, elves
and other “Christmas decorations” but can
anyone tell me where to find any models of the
actual nativity scene?”

EVE NTS

- CHRISTMAS DAY 10am

ﬂiI:e!e:l:'uraiit::n with Rev Fiona N

An evening with
Roger Jones
Tues 17" March at 7pm

i - Bairns & Brews
-p'alﬂ:’imgod N:.’- & cafe in the hall

.| Sun15 Feb

1| sun22 Feb

PMC Services

Please note Sunday services
begin at 10:30am

Sun 07 Dec

Rev Fiona Calverey HC
Sun 14 Dec

Brian JapesR
Sun 21 Dec

CAROLS (Local Amr)

.| Sun 28 Dec

Rev Marie Beard
Sun 04 Jan

Ruth Johnson
Sun 11 Jan

Local arrangement
Sun 18 Jan

RevFiona Calverey
Sun 25 Jan

(@ Stocksfield JS
Sun 01 Feb

Jacqui Gameron
Sun 08 Feb
Fiona Calverey HC

Local Arrangement
@Haltwhistle CS 10:30

HC =Haly Communion
CS = Circuit Service

PMC Buukl ngs

Our premises at Prudhoe Methodist Church are available to
book for some community meetings and activities.
Please call (01661) 833465 or 832066 for information.

2 intermission@uwclub.net



Dear Friends.

It seems amazing that we find ourselves preparing for
Advent and the Christmas holidays, when it feels like only
yesterday schools were going back after Summer.

Advent is not just a season of preparing for Christmas,
and Christmas is not just a time fto celebrate a
supernatural birth two thousand years ago.

These twin seasons reveal to us a truth about our lives— that God's presence
and Spirit, God's life and love, are not just with us, but are alwayswithin us. And
that means that as we move through Advent and Christmas, we can remember
how to draw on the divine strength, courage, and creativity within us. We can
learn to live as Advent people—people of hope, peace, joy, and love in this
hegul_.tiful;unrld that is being disfigured by merchants of despair, conflict, grief,
and hatred.

The Advent and Christmas invitation is for us to do more than just celebrate a
holiday. It is a call to enter mindfully into a journey of remembering who we
really are, what kind of world we want, and how Christ can teach and empower
us to become what we long for.

We have the world we have because of the way we live, if we want a different
world, we need to live differently. And that means we have to change— because
the only place where we have the power to create a different world is within
ourselves.

The quality of our lives does not have to be defined by what is happening
around us. We may not be able to change the world, but we certainly can
change our world.

We can choose to be deliberate about noticing and embracing the signs of hope,
peace, joy, and love within us and around us. We can choose to be proactive in
creating moments of beauty, connection, creativity, listening, and laughter. And
when we do this, we not only protect and care for ourselves and our loved ones,
but we are also choosing to defy the forces of hatred, violence, and destruction.

- continued on page 4



In ourselves, even these small subversive acts may seem beyond us. But the
message of Advent is that we are not alone. In Christ, God has come into our
broken world. But this is not just a past event. Christ is still constantly arriving
here and now. That's the empowering, inspiring, transforming message of Advent
and Christmas, and we need it now as much as ever.

When we change the world within us, everything changes in the world around us,
even if nothing changes! This promise is the motivation for the Advent/Christmas
focus for this year; “Living as Advent People: Learning a New Way of Being from
Christ’s Arrival”.

As we move through the Lectionary Readings for Year A, we will explore the gifts
of hope, peace, joy, love, incarnation and awareness that Advent and Christmas
seek to give us. This will enable us to use the power of these qgifts to help us
navigate our turbulent lives and world creatively and compassionately.
May our Advent and Christmas journey equip and inspire us to embody the hope
peace, joy , love, incarnation, and awareness of Christ. and may your experience
of Christ’s arrival empower you to transform the only world you can: the one
withinyou.

Love, Fiona
e g

“THE STORY"

Christmas comes and we must find fresh ways to tell this story, to
explain it and share it with neighhnurs and friends. We need to be
imaginative and courageous in doing this because many just take it
to be a fictional, fantasy story. It is all very nice as far as it goes —
fine to tell our children, but we have grown up. How can we enable
adults really to hear the Christmas story, God’s life-changing story,
for the first time? How can we help them to find themselves and
their lives within it? How can we help others to see how the story
will unfold to its great climax? How can we draw people to the
revelation that God's story is THE STORY, not just one of many?
How can we explain we all have a place within its pages so that all
our lives are subsumed into God's story, the story of life?

- Abridged: from "Peter” of Weybridge and sent in by Margaret G !




FAMILY
CHRISTMAS
QuUIZ

:.qm-qmm-lhmrul—h

What three birthday presents did the wise men give Jesus?
Which angel visited Mary?

In *12 days of Christmas” what present was given on day 9 ?
What date is “the Feast of Stephen” ?

The first Christmas card was sent in which century?

What is the name of the period leading up to Christmas?
Which monarch made the first Christmas broadcast in 1932?
The Queen’s first TV speech was in 1952 or 1955 or 18577
What species of real Christmas tree is the most popular?
What Christmas item did Tim Smith invent in the 1850s?
Christmas carolling originated in which country?

What two food items were in the diet of John the Baptist?

It's traditional to put what on the top of a Christmas tree?
The band Boney M is famous for which Nativity song?

What is a “Tannenbaum"?

Who wrote the novel “A Christmas Carol"?

Which Roman Caesar was in power at the birth of Jesus?
"Nadolig LIlawen" means Merry Christmas in what language?
In which ocean is Christmas Island?

"Which animal carried Mary to Bethlehem?

an

Answers on page 9




UPON RETIRING FROM LOCAL PREACHING
-lan Warburton

As many will know, | recently made the decision to stand down from
local preaching, after 33 years of appearing in pulpits, both at
Prudhoe and elsewhere, if you count the five years in which | was On
Note and then On Trial. This marks the conclusion of a journey which
actually beganin my head a bit before those far-off days of over 30
years ago.

| suppose that | started considering my potential call in about 1989,
not long after my arrival in the congregation at Prudhoe Methodist
Church, but it took a big step forward early in 1990, when | became a
church steward and began meeting preachers regularly as part of my
welcoming duties. Hearing what they had to say led me to wonder
whether | could do that, too, but | didn't think that | was good enough
and certainly needed to brush up my general devotional reading.
With all this in mind, | went to see our then Superintendent, Rev Bill
Beattie, who was very receptive and set me off on some reading and
Bible study. Then in February 1992 came the happy day when Church
Council agreed to recommend to the Local Preachers’ Meeting that |
be given a note to preach, to which the meeting readily agreed. | was
allocated a supervisor (nowadays perhaps more fittingly known as a
mentor) in the form of Roger Bland. |started going with Roger on
most of his preaching appointments, gradually taking more and more
of the service. Roger gave me a very free hand, whilst remaining close
at hand to offer me encouragement (which he always did) and gently
put me right on occasion when this proved necessary.

After 6 months of this, culminating in my taking a service on my own
and having it closely assessed by two local preachers, | was placed On
Trial, meaning that | now took my own appointments on the Plan but
once a quarter underwent having a service of mine reported on to the
Local Preachers meeting.
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| also completed the training course, Faith and Worship, with its mix
of units to read and assignments to complete, interspersed with
regular visits to our then Circuit Tutor, Noel Rippeth.

At length, all was completed, including continual assessment of
services, two Circuit interviews, a presentation to the Local Preachers
Meeting on one of John Wesley's 44 sermons and completion of a
mini-project (mine was on the Christian view of abortion). | wenton
Full Plan in 1997 and of course soon found out how much | still had to
learn!

Highlights included taking part in some special services to mark the
bicentenary of local preaching in 1996 and receiving my certificate to
mark 25 years of full accreditation in May 2023 (yes, | know the maths
don't quite add up but the pandemic delayed everything).

I've received many positive comments along the way and inevitably a
few less complimentary ones, too, but one of my favourites was made
more than once by a lady who had been widowed for a long time, who
told me that, whenever | was preaching, she felt that her husband
was very close to her.

Now, as | look back, | give thanks for what
has been one of the biggest privileges of my
life, to serve God and congregations in this
way. |shall miss it but am convinced that
now is the right time for me to step down.
I'd like to thank all who have shown me so
much love, kindness and support during my
journey and add that | now look Forward to
being present in the West Road
congregation more often than has been
possible for some time. And who knows

what new opportunities to serve may still be
waiting just around the corner? - lan E



ON POPULAR SCIENCE AND THE WONDERS OF CREATION
-Pete B
| saw it on the web.

I've been watching this 6 inch (15cm) long twig swinging past my study window for
the past two weeks. It's suspended on a single thread of spider silk, impossible to
see at more thanayard (1m) away. Before autumn came, and the twig dropped
from its parent bush, thissingle thread was perhaps part of a spider's larder.

Spider silk is 1000 times thinner than human hair yet is five times stronger than
steel Each spider thread is composed of thousands of parallel "nano-strands”, like
a scaled down version of the cables we use to anchor mighty ships. So next time you
sing "All things bright and beautiful”, be aware that God also made many wonders
tiny and invisible. Maybe you don't care much for spiders, but God does!

Land tides.

This morning, my bed is Four inches lower than it was last night. The Floor, our
house and all of Prudhoe dropped by four inches as well. Did you notice it?

Ocean tides are caused by the gravitation of the sun and the moon. But did you
know that the same gravitational pull also deforms the crust of our planet? This
effect varies with our earthly latitude and the position of the moon, but these
“solid-Earth-tides” are about 10cm in amplitude.

This year, both in our chapel and in this magazine, we have wondered at the
creation of our planet and the universe. Yet there is much wonder in the here-and-
now. There is still much more about our own planet that remains unknown. Let’s not
subscribe to the anthropo-arrogant notion that, one day, scientists will know
everything. All of creation from the microscopic to the macroscopic contains far
more wonders than mankind or artifical intelligence can imagine.

The more we learn, the more we realise there is still much more we do not
understand. Every answer creates more questions. Does the folly of the Tower of
Babel still reside within our human arrogance? Science may explore the unknown,
but only our omniscient God can lead uswith true understanding.

What wonders of creation fascinate you?
Intermission @ uwclub.net



THE WISE MEN We really don't know the names of the magi
because the Bible doesn't tell us. In fact, the Bible is silent on
how many wise men visited Jesus. However, tradition has it
that the three wise men who came to seek and honour the
infant Jesus were named Gaspar, Balthasar, and Melchior.
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Celebrating His creation in the night skies
The dark skies of winter give us an opportunity to celebrate the wonders of God's
creation. What's that bright star in the east? It's Jupiter, the largest planet in our
solar system. It's a mere 400 million miles away, a miniscule distance in the
unimaginable size of God's amazing universe. Planets do not “twinkle” like stars.

December 2025 - Full moon on the 4s.
Jupiter rising in ENE at 7pm, then high and bright in ESE by 11pm.
Saturn( 800 million miles away) low in SSW, setting in WSW around 11pm.

January 2026 - Super moon on the 3«.
Jupiter bright in E at 7pm, becoming very high and very bright in S by 11pm.
Saturn low in SW at 7pm, setting in WSW around 9pm.

February 2026 - Full moon on the 1=,
Jupiter bright in ESE becoming very bright and high in SSW by 11pm.
Saturn sets WSW at Tpm. Around 15= February, after 7:30pm,
Mars and Jupiter appear together high in SE. The brightest “fixed star” Sirius is low
in S, and the moon above the constellation of Orion, To the right of Betelgeuse and
at a similar height, in SW, another orange star Aldebaran.

March 2026 - Full moon on the 3«
The lighter evenings are now greeting us, but Jupiter and Mars are adjacent and
prominent in the S around 9pm. Venus becomes visible as the “evening star” in W
just after sunset, and will continue to be visible after sunset until late summer.
Venus is the third brightest astronomical object in our skies after the sun and moon.

The Spring Outlook
Venus and the moon appear to be playing a
game of “leapfrog”. On 20 March and 19 April
Venus will appear just below the crescent moon
at sunset. On 18 May Venus will be left of the
crescent and on 17 June Venus will be riding on
the crescent, a magnificent spectacle. It's really
an opticalillusion, asVenusis around 400 times

further away than our moon.

“Then we'd better hurry and find _ Hz[ 20 March @ ® 19 April

some of that moon honey.” & 'ﬁ : o
= S zq‘l _—
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Graphic : Pete B - from Stellarium app



Fruit Baskets

As part of our All-Saints’ Day celebrations
at Prudhoe Methodist Church we
produced Fruit Baskets to be given out to
the Modern-Day Saints in our community.

The 8 baskets were prepared at our
Fellowship Meeting on Monday
MNovember the 3rd and then taken out to
the 3 Doctors Surgeries, 2 Dentists, 2
Care Homes, and the Post Office (where
we do our banking now) in Prudhoe.

The recipients seemed rather shocked,
surprised and delighted by the kind
thoughts sent their way. This little gesture
showed God at work in our community.
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OUR (inter) MISSION STATEMENT
[1] To inform our local community, and
ourselves, of what happens within the walls of
PMC (as a building)
[2] To inform the same parties of our organised
outreach work beyond those walls (eg Open-
the-Book)
[3] To inform about individual work and withess
by our members working with the Holy Spirit
[4] To outreach our fellowship to those unable
or (perhaps) unwilling to worship with us,
[5] To spread the Good News using a fresh

theme each month. ]
i Wakag diocies, O pob Henking

PUBLICATION. We aim to
distribute new issues by the
first Sunday of the month.
Please send articles no later
than the 3™ Wednesday of the
previous month to:
intermission@uwclub.net
Intermission is written by our
church family, kypeset in
Ubuntu & Liberation Sans on
Libre Office Draw in Linux
Mint. Printed & published at
Prudhoe Methodist Church
and online at:
www.prudhoemec.org
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The PMC Players
present

SIMEON

the Christmas Musical
by Roger Jones

Sunday
11 January 2026
at 3pm
Prudhoe Methodist Church

An Evening With
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CHRISTIAN MUSIC MINISTRIES
Tuesday 17" March 2026 at 7pm
PRUDHOE METHODIST CHURCH




