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Retirement of our Chair of District, Rev Dr Stephen
Lindridge. You are invited to his Farewell Service on
Sunday 7th July at 4pm at Chester-le-Street Methodist
Church. Further details on notice board.

Sunday 14 July, following worship, you are invited
to stay and share food and fellowship to hear more
about Fiona and David Calverey from their
background in South Africa to their calling in UK.

Monday 15 July, 2pm, a social/charity event for church, families
and friends, supporting the National Garden Scheme for
health charities such as Marie Curie and MacMillan nurses with
a visit to the garden of Patricia Hodgson OBE at 10 Crabtree
Road, Stocksfield. Entrance £7 (for health charities) and the
NSPCC will benefit from your purchase of cream teas (£6) or a
cuppa with cake/scone (£4) and with purchase of plants. Please
sign the list in the Foyer if you want to go. Lifts available

COMMUNITY EVENT - Music by the River

Music by the River Sat 13 July 12 noon - 10:30 pm at the
amphitheatre, Tyne Riverside Country Park, Low Prudhoe.
Admission free, donations welcome. Come along and support locl
musicians, choirs and performing arts groups. Food and
beverages to be available on site, with food delivery and
dedicated taxi services provided. Event to be opened by BBC
weatherman Paul Mooney - fine weather expected!

PMC Services

Please note Sunday services
begin at 10:30am

Sun 23 June

Carol Davies
sun 30 June

Ruth Johnson
sun 07 July

Sheila Holland
Sun 14 July

Fiona Calverey HC
sun 21 July

Local Arrangement
Sun 28 July

Sheila Holland
Sun 04 Aug

Elaine Goy
Sun 11 Aug

Local Arrangement
Sun 18 Aug

Fiona Calverey HC
Sun 25 Aug

Tom Dodds

PMC Bookings oOur premises at Prudhoe Methodist Church are

available to book for some community meetings and activities.
Please call (01661) 833465 or 832066 for information.

2 intermission@uwclub.net




Hi Friends, our theme this quarter is Ecology and what that
means to us as Christians today.

We are called to see ourselves as “kin" with other creatures
in a community of God's creation. This model is based on
(Gen 1:31) God who continually creates all of diversity and
delights in its goodness We are also called to use our
human creativity, intelligence, and wisdom to “cultivate
and take care of” God's creation (Gen 2:15). The conversion
implied in the kinship model is the crudial prerequisite For

cultivating and caring for creation. REV. FIONA

St Fransis of Assisi (1182-1226), the patron saint of ecology, saw God's creatures
interconnected in one family of creation. His “Canticle of the Creatures’ speaks
of all things as sisters and brothers to us, thereby communicating this kinship
approach to creation as an easily understandable idea.

Getting involved with the struggle for a more just and ecologically sustainable
world can be fulfilling and meaningful, an experience of communion with other
human beings and with the natural world. It will involve experiences of success, a
habitat saved, a conservation park established, an international protocol on
carbon emissions accepted, but it will certainly also involve suffering and the
experience of failure.

Our own commitments, our own actions, our successes, and our failures will
become the raw material for this final transformation of saving species and
saving habitats, all of which matters God. Our struggles will also have final and
eternal meaning just as individual creatures have final and eternal meaning
before God.

We will need to be anchored in this promise of God as a matter of experience.
We need to be mystics. Not mysticism understood as some Form of visionary or
trance-like experience, or just thinking primarily of the experience of quiet,
contemplative prayer before God, but rather the mysticism of everyday life.

This experience calls us to be open to mystery, to the transcendent, that which
Christians refer to as the experience of grace, that occurs in every life, at the
heart of life, whether this be noticed and named or not. It may occur in the deep
unquenchable longing of the heart, in the quest for answers that opens up more
and more questions, in the experience of truly radical commitment to a cause.
We can see this as the place of the Holy Spirit in our lives, we can open our
beings to the one who is silently present at the centre of our experience. This is
the mysticism of daily life

iilessings
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In early 2024 Prudhoe Methodist Church registered as
an Eco Church, one of over seven thousand in England
and Wales and in April 2024 we were awarded our Silver
Award. We realize there are a lot of restraints on what
we can do easily due to our older building but we are
incorporating the theme of care for creation more
strongly in our worship and teaching, strengthening the
green credentials of our building and the activities that
happen in it, working in local and global partherships
with others committed to environmental concerns, and
challenging the lifestyle of our members. Recognising
that we are merely stewards of our world provided us
with the impetus we needed to become greener in our
actions as well as our words, and we are determined to
pass on to the next generation a church committed to
the fullness of God's creation. We are currently working
at building relationships that will enable the church and
the many users of the centre to address the issues
together, and also at strengthening relationships with
those outside the church who share similar aims.

Martyn J See also page 9
4 “Responsible Stewardship”




The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it,
the world, and all who live in it - Psalm 24:1

Food for thought: “ls the Eco-Church just a building of wood and
stone or is it the commitment of all Christians to be good stewards of
all that God created? |s it more than reuse, repair and recycle? Are
we all responsible for deforestation, pollution and loss of habitats?"

Have your say: intermission@uwclub.net

Think of a world without any flowers

1

Think of a word without any
flowers,

Think of a wordd without any trees,
Think of a sky without any
sunshine,

Think of the air without any breeze.
We thank You, Lord,

for flowers and trees and sunshine,
We thank You, Lord,

and praise Your holy name.

1969 Stainer & Bell

2

Think of a word without any
animals,

Think of a field without any herd,
Think of a stream without any
fishes,

Think of a dawn without any bird.
We thank You, Lord,

for all Your living creatures,

We thank You, Lord

and praise Your holy name.

Butterflies. (For Graham)

Flitting, flying, living, dying,
Colours fly on angels’ wings

Black and emerald, green and brown,

In the forest whirling round.
Landing, panting on a leaf,
Lives so beautiful. Yet brief.

Swift their lives and bright their beauty
Lord, show love through lives and duty.

Make us shine with love for You,
Your beauty colouring all we do.

- Julie Woodford

From “Travelling Treasures” with permission

All things bright and beautiful,
All creatures great and small,

All things wise and wonderful,
The Lord God made them all.

He gave us eyes to see them,
And lips that we might tell,
How great is God Almighty,
Who has made all things well.




A Story of Trust - Allan Waters

Before | started at Hookergate my dad gave me his penknife (not to
defend myself with, as would be the case now) in case | needed to
sharpen a pencil or peel an apple. It was his father’s knife and now
he had trusted it to me. On my first day at the new school | used it
to carve my initials on my desk. This had been done many times
before to such an extent | found it very difficult to find a space to
scratch AW. | later regretted my actions as in my 5 year at school
we all had to have new desks as the ones with carvings on (usually
the boys") had been condemned by the health board (now known
as Health & Safety)

In the year 1800 a boy called Peter Abbot attended Westminster
school, and as the school was near Westminster Abbey Peter and
his friends would often go to the Abbey at lunch time or after
school. There was so much to see, the rainbow colours slowly
moving across the floor when the sun shone through the stained
glass windows, the many different chapels, especially the one of
King Henry the 7+ with a stall for each knight and his flag hanging
above it, and of course the famous chair where for over six
hundred years the Kings and Queens of England have been
crowned, and under which was the stone believed to be the one
Jacob, Abraham's grandson, used for a pillow.

Peter wanted above all to sit in that chair and imagine himself King
at his coronation, but he was afraid to try it when people and
attendants were about. The urge was so strong that one day after
school he entered and walked around until closing time. He quite
enjoyed dodging around the large pillars to avoid being seen. At
last all seemed quiet and he felt that it was safe to sit in the chair
and this he did. He felt a bit of a thrill for a moment but soon got
tired of it and made for the doors to go home. But all were shut fast.
He had been locked in. He really got fed up with the Abbey by the
time it had got dark, and although the Coronation Chair was quite
roomy, and he curled up in it when he got sleepy, it wasn't really
comfortable. So he was wide awake by the time dawn lit up the
Abbey again.
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But there was still a long time to go before the doors were opened
again. He looked through his pockets for something to eat or
something to play with, and found his penknife. He decided to let the
world know that he had spent a night in the Coronation Chair, so he
carved his name into the back, "Peter”. If you go to the Abbey you
may see this for yourself, for this is a true story. A lovely, precious
chair was spoilt by a silly boy who did not realise that ALL POWER
IS A TRUST. His knife gave him power, power to spoil, but it should
never have been given to him because he couldn’t be trusted to use
it properly. It gave him the power to cut his quill pen and those of his
friends to help them do better writing, but it also gave him the power
to deface and to spoil a valuable chair that was not his property. All
power, however small, is a trust.

Jesus had more power than anyone who ever lived. He walked on
the sea, fed 5,000 people on a small boy's lunch, stilled a storm,
turned water into wine, cured the blind and the lame and brought at
least 3 people back from the dead. His father God gave him this
power because he knew that Jesus could be trusted not to abuse it.
Right at the beginning of his ministry the devil tempted him 3 times
to use his miraculous powers to serve his own ends. “Turn these
stones into bread and the thought of food without work will cause all
the people to follow you.” “Throw yourself off the highest pinnacle of
the Temple and when you land as gently as a bird on the ground,
the people will know that you must be God's Son.” "Use your power
to make the whole world follow you. You have only to bow to me and
say the word. Think how marvellously powerful you will feel then.”
But Jesus refused to use his power for the wrong purpose. He
replied,” Get away Satan don't tempt me.”

What power have you got? Have you got a penknife like me and
Peter Abbot or a tongue like Satan? Can you be trusted not to abuse
the power it gives you? As Jesus knew the secret let us ask him to
help us, with our metaphorical penknife and especially our tongue.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, the desire to use the little power we have to
use it for wrong is strong within us. Fill us with your Holy Spirit,
that these desires may fade and die. Amen
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Getting to know you - Bill Worthy

How did you come to be at PMC?

We moved to PMC from Robert Young Memorial in Crawcrook as it was a forward looking
friendly place. Before Crawcrook we were members of a Baptist church in Newcastle but
decided that we would have to join a church in the area we lived in

What's your favourite food?
Very Traditional with food Roast Beef and Yorkshire pudding followed with Apple Crumble

What are your interests outside PMC?
I like pottering DIY, model making, moderate walking visiting National Trust properties and
tourist attractions

What was your best holiday?

One thatwe had in Crieff as we stayed near an aircraft museum

If there was a fire in your household and you could save 4 things, what would they be?
Computer, TV, Tool bag, Kindle assuming like Desert Island Discs a Bible is automatically
included.

What s your favourite hymn/song?

The Day Thou Gavest Lord is Ended. It is not about ending it is about ongoing it makes me
see life as a day. Our morning is in childhood aswe leam about life. Afternoon aswe take up
work careers some have families and bring up children. Evening where we retire and take
life more slowly. Night where we finally close our eyes on this world and wake up on our
morning where Jesus promised that we would be.

What advice would you give to your young self?
Be more confident in what you are doing and be more ready to stand up for your beliefs.

What miracle would you like to see?
All denominations and faiths able ko talk and discuss with each other their beliefs and find a
common ground to live harmoniously and show a way to peace.
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Responsible stewardship -from Bethany Church, Manchester UK

Biblical Christianity teaches that God is the ultimate creator of the universe. In the book of
Genesis, the Bible states, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth”
(Genesis 1:1, NIV). This foundational verse establishes the divine origin of the world and
sets the stage for understanding humanity's role asstewards of God's creation.

One of the key principles of biblical Christianity is the concept of stewardship. Stewardship
implies responsible management and care for something that belongs to another.
According to the Bible, humans are entrusted with the care of the Earth, and this
responsibility is deeply rooted in the belief that God has created everything for a purpose.

The Bible emphasizes the interconnectedness of all creation. In the Genesis narrative, God
commands humanity to “be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing
that moves upon the earth” (Genesis 1:28, NIV). While the term "dominion" has been
misinterpreted as a licence For exploitation, biblical scholars arque that it actually implies
responsible stewardship. Christians are called to exercise dominion with wisdom, ensuring
the well-being of the Earth and itsinhabitants.

Jesus himself provided a model of humility and servanthood, emphasizing compassion for
all living beings. This attitude extends to the environment, as Christians are encouraged to
emulate Christ's example by caring for creation. The Bible affirms that the Earth is the
Lord's, and everything in it (Psalm 24:1, NIV). This perspective encourages a sense of
gratitude and reverence for the natural world.

Biblical Christianity also acknowledges the fallen nature of humanity, recognizing that
human actions can contribute to environmental degradation. Consequently, believers are
called to repentance and a renewed commitment to responsible stewardship. This involves
adopting sustainable practices, reducing waste, and seeking to live in harmony with the
environment.

In recent years, many Christian communities have taken proactive steps to integrate
environmental stewardship into their faith practices. Churches are initiating eco-friendly
initiatives, promoting sustainable lifestyles, and advocating for policies that prioritize
environmental conservation. The recognition that caring for the Earth is an expression of
love For God and neighbour isgaining traction within Christian circles.

While the Bible doesn't provide a detailed blueprint for addressing modern environmental
challenges, its principles guide believers to be mindful of their impact on the Earth.
Christians are called to view environmental stewardship as an integral part of their faith,
aligning their actions with the biblical values of love, humility, and responsibility. In doing
50, they contribute to the broader global effort to create a sustainable and flourishing
future for all of God's creation. 9



This year's club will run on Mon 22nd-Fri 26th July from 10.00am-
12.30pm at Prudhoe Methodist church. The main programme is for
children aged 5-10 (currently in school years Reception to Year 5)
but there is also a group for Holiday Club "Veterans" aged 11+. We
also plan to host a Pre-School Drop-In at the Parish Hall.

We're really looking forward to welcoming you to a fun-filled week
of games, crafts, drama and finding out about some of the amazing
things that Jesus has done!

To book your child a place, please complete the form on Facebook,
and we'll email you back ASAP to confirm that we still have room.
(Please note: For the Pre-School Drop-In for under 5s and their
parents/carers, advance booking is not required - you can just turn

up!)

After you submit the Facebook form, an automatic confirmation
message will appear on your screen. This will include a link to
register any further children. (We must have one form per child.)
After that, we'll be in touch by e-mail to confirm.

At 6pm on Friday 26th July you are invited to attend a Celebration

Evening with your child(ren). There will be simple food and a

chance to share all the fun things we have done during the week.
Please let us know iif you can attend.

If you have any questions, please e-mail us at

prudhoe.stocksfield. holiday.club@gmail.com

or send us a message via our Facebook Page:

10 www.fb.com/PrudhoeStocksfieldHolidayClub.



Classy ECO-friendly envelopes from scrap paper
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Pete Barrett 2024

ECO ADHESIVE
Asmall slice of boiled potato
works like a glue stick

This works for scrap paper (A4, A5 & A6 sizes) printed or written on
one side provided, of course, there’s nothing confidential on it.

[1] Make a crease from a corner to half-way down the opposite short
side and [2] fold the triangle inwards. [3] Now repeat with the
opposite corner. There should be an overlapping strip which you can
seal with adhesive (potato or flour starch is more eco-friendly). [4]
Fold in the ends and glue (the second end after you have added your
letter!). An A4 sheet can contain a folded A4 letter, An AS (half A4)
for a complements message or acknowledgements slip and A6
(quarter of A4) makes a neat donation or offertory envelope. - Pete B

OUR (inter) MISSION STATEMENT

[1] To inform our local community, and
ourselves, of what happens within the walls of
PMC (as a building)

[2] To inform the same parties of our organised
outreach work beyond those walls (eg Open-
the-Book)

[3] To inform about individual work and witness
by our members working with the Holy Spirit
[4] To outreach our fellowship to those unable
or (perhaps) unwilling to worship with us.

[5] To spread the Good Mews using a fresh
theme each month.

[6] Making disciples. Rev Rob Hawkins

PUBLICATION. Quarterly in
March, June, September and
December. Please send
articles in the previous month
intermission@uwclub.net

Intermission is written by our
church Ffamily, typeset in
Ubuntu & Liberation Sans on
Libre Office Draw in Linux
Mint. Printed & published at

Prudhoe Methodist Church
and online at:
www.prudhoemec.org
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